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Italy’s fashion king Valentino, who
pursued beauty at every turn, dies

One of the top designers of his era, Italy’s elegance aficionado
Valentino Garavani spent nearly half a century dressing the world’s
great beauties, from Jackie Kennedy to Princess Diana before his
death on Monday at age 93. The giant in the world of haute couture
died at his home in Rome, ANSA news agency reported. AFP

Italy’s fashion king Valentino, who pursued
beauty at every turn, dies
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e Italy’s fashion king Valentino, who pursued beauty at every
turn, dies
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¢ One of the top designers of his era, Italy’s elegance
aficionado Valentino Garavani spent nearly half a century
dressing the world’s great beauties, from Jackie Kennedy to
Princess Diana before his death on Monday at age 93.
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GS Paper 1: History,

TOPICS COVERED

| 20 January 2026

1.] QuIZz

Questions and Afiswers to the previous day’s daily
quiz: 1. This leader was the first woman Prime Minister
of the world. Ans: Sri Lanka's Sirimavo
Bandaranaike

2. Indira Gandhi became the Prime Minister following
the death of this premier. Ans: Lal Bahadur Shastri

3. Indira Gandhi defeated this veteran political figure to
become the leader of the Congress Party. Ans: Morarji
Desai

4. This Prime Minister holds the record of longest-serving
Indian Prime Minister. Ans: Jawaharlal Nehru

5. Indira Gandhi was elected to the Lok Sabha from
three constituencies starting with Rae Bareli. These are
the other two constituencies. Ans: Chikmagalur and
Medak

6. Name the assassins who cut short her tenure as PM
on October 31, 1984. Ans: Satwant Singh and Beant
Singh

7. Number of women she appointed to full cabinet rank
during her terms in office. Ans: No one!

Visual: Name this Janata Party leader. Ans: Raj Narain
Early Birds: C. Saravanan| Arun Kumar Singh| Suchit
Narottam| Piyali Tuli| Sumana Dutta

* Third Term: 1994 — 2000

QUIZ: First Woman Prime Minister of the World -
Sirimavo Bandaranaike

e The first woman Prime Minister in the world was
Sirimavo Bandaranaike of Sri Lanka.

e She assumed office on 21 July 1960, creating a historic
global milestone in democratic governance.

e She entered politics after the assassination of her husband,
S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike, who was the Prime Minister of Sri
Lanka.

e She led the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) and emerged
as a mass leader despite having no prior political background.

First Term: 21 July 1960 — 1965
Second Term: 1970 — 1977

« Associated with major political and constitutional changes,
including the 1972 Republican Constitution of Sri Lanka.

» Served as Prime Minister while her daughter Chandrika Kumaratunga was President of Sri Lanka.

Indira Gandhi Became Prime Minister After the Death of Lal Bahadur Shastri

 Lal Bahadur Shastri was the second Prime Minister of India, serving from 9 June 1964 to 11

January 1966.

* His death occurred in Tashkent, shortly after signing the Tashkent Agreement.
» The agreement followed the 1965 India—Pakistan War and aimed at restoring peace between the

two countries.
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Indira Gandhi Defeated Morarji Desai to Become Leader of the Congress Party

Indira Gandhi defeated Morarji Desai to become the leader of the Indian National Congress.

* After becoming Prime Minister in 1966, Indira Gandhi initially headed a government that was
perceived as being controlled by senior Congress leaders, commonly known as the Congress
Syndicate.

* Ideologically, Morarji Desai supported fiscal conservatism, austerity, and strong organisational
control by senior party leaders.

The Leadership Struggle

» The conflict intensified around 1969, especially over issues such as

* The Presidential election of 1969

* Economic policies

* Authority of the Prime Minister versus party organisation

* Morarji Desai was projected as the preferred leader by the Congress Syndicate.

* Indira Gandhi opposed this arrangement and sought to assert her independent authority as Prime
Minister.

How Indira Gandhi Defeated Morarji Desai

* Indira Gandhi consolidated her position by

* Securing the support of a majority of Congress Members of Parliament

* Projecting herself as a leader committed to social justice and the interests of the poor and
marginalised

* Challenging elite control over party decision-making

* As a result, Morarji Desai lost his dominance within the Congress leadership, and Indira Gandhi
emerged as the undisputed leader.

Congress Split of 1969

» The leadership conflict led to the split of the Indian National Congress in 1969.
* The party was divided into

» Congress (R), led by Indira Gandhi

» Congress (0), supported by Morarji Desai and other senior leaders

* This split fundamentally altered the nature of Indian party politics.

Longest-Serving Prime Minister of India — Jawaharlal Nehru
» Jawaharlal Nehru was the first Prime Minister of independent India.

» He served continuously as Prime Minister from 15 August 1947 to 27 May 1964.
* His total tenure was 16 years and 286 days, which remains unmatched in Indian history.

Indira Gandhi and Her Lok Sabha Constituencies

She began with Rae Bareli, and the other two constituencies were Chikmagalur and Medak.

Chikmagalur — The Comeback Seat

» Chikmagalur is located in Karnataka.

* Indira Gandhi contested from Chikmagalur in the 1978 by-election.
* This election was politically crucial because

» She had lost the 1977 general election after the Emergency
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» She was not a Member of Parliament at that time
* Her victory from Chikmagalur marked her return to the Lok Sabha.

Medak — Southern Representation

* Medak is a Lok Sabha constituency in present-day Telangana (earlier part of Andhra Pradesh).
* Indira Gandhi contested and won from Medak in the 1980 general elections.

* This election coincided with her retum as Prime Minister of India in 1980.

» Medak highlighted her pan-Indian political appeal, especially in southemn India.

Assassination of Indira Gandhi on 31 October 1984
Indira Gandhi was assassinated on 31 October 1984 by Satwant Singh and Beant Singh.

* Her official residence at Safdarjung Road, New Delhi
* Indira Gandhi was walking through the garden of her residence to meet a television crew.
» She was shot at close range by two members of her own security detail.

Who Were the Assassins

* Beant Singh

* A Sub-Inspector in the Delhi Police

* Part of Indira Gandhi’s personal security
* Fired the initial shots

» Satwant Singh

* A Constable in the Delhi Police

* Also part of her security detail

* Fired additional bullets, resulting in fatal injuries

Women Appointed to Full Cabinet Rank by Indira Gandhi

The number of women appointed to full Cabinet rank by Indira Gandhi during her terms as Prime
Minister was zero (none).

* Highlights the gender imbalance in executive power during the early decades of independent India.
» Shows that symbolic leadership at the top did not translate into institutional gender inclusion.
* Reflects the male-dominated structure of Indian politics from the 1960s to the early 1980s.

GS Paper 1: Society

TOPICS COVERED 20 January 2026

1. | A Centrist lens on ‘illegal immigration’
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2. | Why SIR verification needs to be completely digitised .
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A Centrist lens on ‘illegal immigration’

he Special Intensive
Revision (SIR), which
omitted nearly 6.5 crore
electors from draft rolls
of nine States and three Union
Territories, has triggered
widespread procedural disputes.
The Opposition appears
determined to seize this moment
to move forward with its “vote
chori” campaign on which its
politics has exhaustively relied.

The Opposition’s mistake

But it will be naive to mistake the
people’s annoyance for anger.
Despite the Election Commission
of India’s low credibility, and
discontent over its shoddy
handling of the SIR, few buy the
Opposition’s account, which
depicts elections as fraudulently
manufactured to suit the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), and the SIR asa
tool to perfect that machination.

The overwhelming sense is that
a voter list revision is necessary to
remove dead, shifted, and
duplicate voters. The approval for
the SIR also draws from
mobilisation of emotion over the
vexing question of ‘illegal
immigrants’, with verifiable
incidents, tendentious assertions,
and inflammatory rhetoric
creating a tangle that threatens to
dominate Indian politics,
particularly electoral possibilities
in the northern States.

When Home Minister Amit
Shah said recently in poll-bound
West Bengal that “even Kolkata is
facing a threat from infiltrators,” it
echoed the telling apprehensions
of a sizeable section of Bengalis.
The Opposition is loath to
recognise the potency of the issue,
often deploying lacerating wit to
evade the question. Trinamool
Congress leader Mahua Moitra’s
jibe — “who wants to come to
India?” — is an example.

This behavioural pattern tinged
with sourness — either you agree
with me, or you are a bigot — has
been counterproductive for liberal
parties the world over. It was the
European Union’s uncritical
support for wide-open borders
that precipitated the steady trickle

covers national
politics, Kashmir and
elections in the Hindi
heartland

The Opposition’s
denial of
undocumented
immigrants in
the face of
evidence
alienates peaple

of voters of the centre-left to
populist, anti-immigration parties,
more notably in Germany, Italy,
Hungary and Poland.

The Opposition’s denial of
undocumented immigrants in the
face of evidence alienates people.
Last November, several hundred
Bangladeshi nationals were
intercepted by Border Security
Force personnel at the Hakimpur
check post in West Bengal, while
allegedly attempting to return to
Bangladesh. In December, 19
Bangladeshis were among the 511
people arrested in Uttarakhand
under Operation Kalnemi.

The Opposition sees acting on
undocumented immigrants as
corrosive to universal human
rights. But national security
CONCerns are Not corrosive;
fulminations aimed at hijacking
them are. Opposition leaders show
proclivity to confuse illegal
immigration with immigration,
boxing everyone who talks about
border security as foot-soldiers of
the Right tasked with
manufacturing xenophobia. While
covering the 2024 U.S. presidential
election, I found that in the
battleground States, this boxing
triggered negative sentiment. The
anger was more palpable among
immigrants who came to the U.S.
legally. Donald Trump’s share of
Hispanic votes climbed from 32%
in 2020 to 46% in 2024.

The more the Opposition
chastises people who talk about
border security, the easier it gets
for right wing provocateurs to
depict immigration as chaotic, and
build consensus for violent
crackdown. A June 2025 report by
the European Policy Centre
emphasised that conspiracy
theories, such as those
surrounding population
replacement, find acceptance as
they provide “a sense of control”
and “understanding” for
individuals who otherwise felt
powerless and unheard.

A reason why the BJP under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi was
able to monopolise nationalism
was because in the decade
preceding 2014, the Congress

nearly jettisoned expositions of
national pride — at least the
animating kind invoking India’s
spiritual traditions and heritage —
as though they were impediments
to secularism. That misjudged fear
induces its studied silence on the
immigration issue.

A nuanced conversation

In June 2025, Parliament passed
the Immigration and Foreigners
Bill, to regulate the entry and stay
of foreigners in a tech-driven,
time-bound manner; the
Opposition staged a walkout. A
prudent course would have been
to build a more nuanced
conversation on immigration,
reflecting its complexity and
multifaceted nature, delineating
both the challenges and the
benefits it brings along. It must
focus on legal work
authorisations, spending versus
contributions, and negotiations
with allied countries for easing
refugee intakes, as Italy’s Georgia
Meloni attempted with Albania.

In Europe, the Left drastically
reoriented its politics to sync with
public attitudes on immigration.
In Denmark, Social Democrats led
by Mette Frederiksen passed a law
allowing asylum claims to be
processed and refugees to be
resettled in partner countries such
as Rwanda. This ebbed the appeal
of the anti-migration Danish
People’s Party; it plummeted to
one seat in the 2024 European
Parliament election.

The Congress is mistaken that
whatever weighs heavily on the
minds of its think tankers weighs
on the minds of the public. Its
preoccupation with “saving”
Indian democracy before every
election bears that out. It misses
the point that the people are
divided on where the threat to
democracy comes from. People
have less anxiety over weakening
institutions and “vote chori” and
more over the alleged immigrant
influx. Centrist politics must
reconstruct itself. An aptitude to
reckon with people’s emotive
issues and give a positive spin to
them is imperative to that effort.

A Centrist lens on ‘illegal immigration’
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o The Special Intensive Revision (SIR), which omitted nearly 6.5 crore electors from draft
rolls of nine States and three Union Territories, has triggered widespread procedural
disputes.
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The Opposition appears determined to seize this moment to move forward with its “vote
chori” campaign, on which its politics has exhaustively relied.
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The Opposition’s mistake

faue ot ya

The overwhelming sense is that a voter list revision is necessary to remove dead,
shifted, and duplicate voters.
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In December, 19 Bangladeshis were among the 511 people arrested in Uttarakhand
under Operation Kalnemi.
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The Opposition sees acting on undocumented immigrants as corrosive to universal
human rights.
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But national security concerns are not corrosive; fulminations aimed at hijacking them
are.
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Opposition leaders show proclivity to confuse illegal immigration with immigration,
boxing everyone who talks about border security as foot-soldiers of the Right tasked with
manufacturing xenophobia.
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While covering the 2024 U.S. presidential election, | found that in the battleground States,
this boxing triggered negative sentiment.
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The anger was more palpable among immigrants who came to the U.S. legally.
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Donald Trump’s share of Hispanic votes climbed from 32% in 2020 to 46% in 2024.
SIHTes T/ &I fie ard feedf~e atel &1 ufesra 2020 ® 32% & dGaR 2024 H 46% 81 T
The more the Opposition chastises people who talk about border security
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The more the Opposition chastises people who talk about border security, the easier it gets
for right wing provocateurs to depict immigration as chaotic, and build consensus for
violent crackdown.
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In June 2025, Parliament passed the Immigration and Foreigners Bill, to regulate the
entry and stay of foreigners in a tech-driven, time-bound manner; the Opposition
staged a walkout.
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Why SIR verification needs to be
completely digitised

SIR 2.0, aimed at updating electoral rolls, has caused confusion and distress among voters. Despite the ECINet’s ability to handle data entry,

verification, cross-checks, and audit trails, the process has relied heavily on paper-based forms, summons, and hearings

Rajeev Kumar

he ongoing Special Intensive

Revision (SIR) 2.0 was

projected as a

technology-driven exercise to
clean electoral rolls and include every
eligible Indian resident. Instead of
inspiring confidence, it has triggered
widespread fear and anxiety among
voters. The experience has exposed a
stark mismatch between the Election
Commission’s (EC) digital capacity and its
ground-level execution. Despite the
ECINet’s (the digital platform of the EC)
ability to handle data entry, verification,
cross-checks, and audit trails, the process
has relied heavily on paper-based forms,
summons, and hearings — error-prone
methods that impose unnecessary
hardship on voters.

As a result, even the most eminent
citizens have been summoned. A Nobel
laureate and Bharat Ratna awardee in his
90s received a notice over an alleged age
mismatch. A former Police Commissioner
of Kolkata, under whose jurisdiction SIR
2002 was conducted, was also found
non-mapped. MPs, DGPs, senior
secretaries, vice chancellors, professors,
and other top-ranking public servants
have similarly been asked to establish
their identity. These are long-standing
citizens with decades of documented
presence — yet they are being asked to
prove their residence.

The EC also summoned several monks
from the Ramakrishna Math and Mission
for hearings because their biological
parents’ names — severed upon
embracing monastic life — do not match
the names of gurus they now regard as
parents. Several also found their names
missing from the 2002 voter lists. Though
these monks do not vote, in keeping with
the order’s apolitical principles, they seek
inclusion to avoid identity-related hurdles
in visa and administrative processes.

Institutions meant to safeguard
democracy should honour their

contributions, not subject them to
procedural indignity.

Punishing the voter

SIR 2.0’s failures are not rooted in the
absence of technology, but in the refusal
to deploy it effectively. It was projected as
user-friendly and transparent, but has
instead produced confusion reminiscent
of the 2002-04 SIR, which relied on
pen-and-paper processes without
third-party checks and left electoral rolls
incomplete and inconsistent. Despite
these well-known legacy flaws, the same
defective rolls were carried forward as the
foundation for SIR 2.0 — compounded by
a continued reliance on manual filings
and hearings rather than ECINet’s digital
capabilities.

As a result, draft rolls released across 12
States/Union Territories (UTs) have raised
two primary concerns. The first is the
alleged deletion of genuine voters from
the 2024 final rolls, amounting to nearly
65 million deletions nationwide. For
example, in Uttar Pradesh, submissions
before the Supreme Court exposed a stark
anomaly: the draft SIR roll lists 12.56 crore
voters. In comparison, the Panchayat SIR
records 12.69 crore voters in rural areas
alone - an implausible outcome that
highlights serious data inconsistencies
and the cost of not adopting a digital-first
correction.

The second concern is the emergence
of a large number of “non-mapped”
voters, primarily due to defects in the
2002-04 rolls, where voters missing from
legacy lists are now flagged as
non-mapped. Many are long-standing,
law-abiding citizens who have voted in
successive elections, yet are being asked
to prove their residence under ad hoc
S0Ps that shift institutional failures onto
voters. Nationwide, this category runs
into several crores; in Uttar Pradesh
alone, over ten million voters — about 8%
of Enumeration Forms — were marked as
non-mapped. Non-mapped voters are
being pulled into short-notice, poorly

organised hearings for failures that
originate within the EC’s own systems.
These hearings impose needless
hardship, delay corrections, and spread
anxiety. Many of those summoned are
veterans, former public servants and
professionals now compelled to prove
their identity in their own country.

This reversal of accountability turns
institutional error into citizen
punishment. Voters whose names are
accidentally deleted due to institutional
flaws are then further trapped by the
process. They are forced to seek
restoration through Form 6 — meant only
for first-time applicants — thereby
compelling factually incorrect statements
which declare that they have never been
enrolled in any constituency. As a result,
genuine voters seeking restoration are
exposed to potential criminal liability
under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
2023. This procedural flaw shifts legal risk
onto citizens for errors originating within
the system.

The need for digital verification

The dignified and effective remedy lies
not in multiplying physical hearings, but
in fully deploying the ECI's existing digital
infrastructure to replace them. A
digital-first system —built on online
document upload and backend
cross-verification — can make voter
verification faster, fairer, and far more
humane, while sparing citizens the stress
of summons and hearings. By reducing
manual handling and reliance on flawed
legacy rolls, such an approach would
significantly improve the accuracy and
sanctity of electoral rolls.

As a first step, the EC should notify
every applicant of the status of their
Enumeration Form (EF)- whether
accepted or flagged — via SMS, email, or
EPIC-linked accounts. Where
discrepancies arise, particularly for
non-mapped voters, applicants should be
asked to upload identity documents via
ECINet and provide the corresponding

Why SIR verification needs to be completely digitised
SIR T ®I T} a¥g feforea fou o ot smaxasar «ii @

e The ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR) 2.0 was projected as a technology-driven
exercise to clean electoral rolls and include every eligible Indian resident.

I Y51 fay g YARIE0T (SIR) 2.0 Th

unique identification numbers. ECINet
can automatically verify them via
backend interfaces — much like Aadhaar
authentication — while issuing
acknowledgements at each stage. Issues
such as incomplete data or anomalies can
be addressed through the same digital
workflow, with BLOs or nearby electoral
offices assisting voters who are less
digitally comfortable.

As verification progresses, the voter’s
status on the draft roll can be updated in
real time. The entire process would take
only minutes — primarily for document
upload - while verification remains fully
automated. This audit-ready digital
workflow offers a level of accuracy,
integrity, and trust that no manual
hearing, however well intentioned, can
realistically achieve.

Safeguarding democracy

SIR 2.0 has crystallised a fundamental
question: is the exercise genuinely
intended to clean electoral rolls with
dignity, in keeping with the EC’s core
mandate to ensure that no eligible voter is
denied the franchise, or is it being
implemented in a manner that harasses
genuine citizens and pushes them toward
disengagement? The tools to achieve the
former are already available; the distress
witnessed so far reflects not technological
limits, but choices in enforcement.

The real challenge, therefore, is not a
lack of technology but the failure to use it
wisely. An initiative meant to strengthen
electoral integrity has instead fuelled
anxiety and distrust by leaning on flawed
legacy data and coercive, manual
processes. Electoral reform will succeed
not through suspicion, but through trust,
inclusion, and the responsible use of
digital infrastructure - safeguarding not
just procedures, but the foundations of
public trust and democracy.

Rajeev Kumar is a former Professor of
Computer Science at IIT Kharagpur, IIT
Kanpur, BITS Pilani, and JNU, and a
former scientist at DRDO and DST
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¢ Instead of inspiring confidence, it has triggered widespread fear and anxiety among voters.
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e The experience has exposed a stark mismatch between the Election Commission’s (EC)
digital capacity and its ground-level execution.
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o Despite the ECINet’s ability to handle data entry, verification, cross-checks, and audit
trails, the process has relied heavily on paper-based forms, summons, and hearings.
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These are error-prone methods that impose unnecessary hardship on voters.
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As a result, even the most eminent citizens have been summoned.
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A Nobel laureate and Bharat Ratna awardee in his 90s received a notice over an alleged
age mismatch.
3T 90 & GRIP H UH Aiad RIPR faotdr 8N URd ¥ wwTi=a aafedd &1 »id oimg
ST B bR Ay et
A former Police Commissioner of Kolkata, under whose jurisdiction SIR 2002 was
conducted, was also found non-mapped.
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MPs, DGPs, senior secretaries, vice chancellors, professors, and other top-ranking public
servants have similarly been asked to establish their identit
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These are long-standing citizens with decades of documented presence, yet they are being
asked to prove their residence.
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The EC also summoned several monks from the Ramakrishna Math and Mission for
hearings.

STANT 7 IAFW S 3R AR & B G &1 1t grars & fore geman
Their biological parents’ names, severed upon embracing monastic life, do not match the
names of gurus they now regard as parents.
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It was projected as user-friendly and transparent, but has instead produced confusion

reminiscent of the 2002—04 SIR.
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That earlier SIR relied on pen-and-paper processes, lacked third-party checks, and left

electoral rolls incomplete and inconsistent.
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Despite these well-known legacy flaws, the same defective rolls were carried forward as the

foundation for SIR 2.0.
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This was compounded by continued reliance on manual filings and hearings rather than

ECINet’s digital capabilities.
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TSt & IUIRT & |

As a result, draft rolls released across 12 States/Union Territories have raised two primary

concerns.

t%rﬁfurrmw, 12 Tl UM § SIRT $TUe Haerar gt A & v fRiai a<t <
I

The first concern is the alleged deletion of genuine voters from the 2024 final rolls,

amounting to nearly 65 million deletions nationwide.

ugel feidr 2024 ot sifow il & arafae aaearst & HUd fadigs 1 g, o SRR o

T 6.5 BRIS dF ¢

For example, in Uttar Pradesh, submissions before the Supreme Court exposed a stark

anomaly.

IETERT & foT, ITR WSRN & AW HI¢ & w08 IR adi 4 7R fGia ISR &1

The draft SIR roll lists 12.56 crore voters, while the Panchayat SIR records 12.69 crore

voters in rural areas alone.
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ST SIR Tt H 12.56 B HAGTT &, ST Uamad SIR H Had AToT &5 1 €1 12.60 HRIS
HAGHT Gt & |

This implausible outcome highlights serious data inconsistencies and the cost of not
adopting a digital-first correction.

gg@@%ﬁﬁuﬁmnﬁﬁ%a%ﬁ%ﬁm-ﬁgmq&mﬁaﬁmﬁﬁm

The second concern is the emergence of a large number of “non-mapped” voters.
R} i 9 Te | «Ar-Ats” Aagrars & IHA i 7

This is primarily due to defects in the 2002-04 rolls, where voters missing from legacy lists
are now flagged as non-mapped.

Tg Ad: 2002-04 & ) o1 WGt & HRUT B, ST R Rebie A 1 e ardt Adgrarait
&1 31F AT-ATS TN o7 BT 3 |
Many are long-standing, law-abiding citizens who have voted in successive elections.

?@ﬁﬁwﬁwmmmﬁmﬁmﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁwﬁﬁwm
|

Yet they are being asked to prove their residence under ad hoc SOPs that shift institutional
failures onto voters.

iR off 379 agdf sops & dgd faTT wHTUT T 71 YT §, S WRINTG fAwadnatt &1 ae
Hderdsl R STed g |

Nationwide, this category runs into several crores.

mmﬁwwﬁmwu@ﬁ

In Uttar Pradesh alone, over ten million voters, about 8% of Enumeration Forms, were
marked as non-mapped.

HIA IR U H &1 Tb BRI A S HeAgTdl, T TTHT 8% IO Wi, Af-Ats fafgd
fe

Non-mapped voters are being pulled into short-notice, poorly organised hearings.
-0 Aaardrsit &1 el T W, ﬁ‘lﬂﬁ'ﬂ% et S BT 8

These failures originate within the EC’s own systems.

3 fawperany ferafe= smahT $t ara=ht yonfer) § e et &1

These hearings impose needless hardship, delay corrections, and spread anxiety.

Ut gaTSal SFTaRa® HfSTg Ual m% TR & 38 B & 3R e et 2

Many of those summoned are veterans, former public servants, and professionals, now
compelled to prove their identity in their own country.

forg g 7 8 30 qd A, gd Rer sifiret ok tRiar wnfie €, o o oo €t
T H (Ut ugET Aifad B3 US @l gl

Reversal of Accountability and Citizen Punishment

P IACH 3R ATIND| FI &5

This reversal of accountability turns institutional error into citizen punishment.
SATce! P I8 IACd HRITTA Afe B! ANTRDI & &8 H 9ad odl 5|

Voters whose names are accidentally deleted due to institutional flaws are then further
trapped by the process.

Wgng@ﬁ%mﬂm@ﬁﬁ%mmﬁwmm% J vforan & SR St
Ll |

They are forced to seek restoration through Form 6, meant only for first-time applicants.
3 WTH 6 & A1 T ATH §8Td BRI & fo1g HoreR e oIl §, S Fradt ugel 9 3rde
H Tl & [ B

GS Paper I1I: Polity,

TOPICS COVERED

| 20 January 2026

1.

There are four triggers of litigation, says Justice Datta

AHeHaTs & TR HRU 8, ATTHfI &1 3 Hl
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2. | EC to host international conference on election management, democracy

AT FaEA 3R APdd WR RIS THa B A H1 541

There are four
triggers of
litigation, says
Justice Datta

a Rajago
NEW DELHI

Violence, greed, desire and
anger have become the
four triggers of modern liti-
gation in India, Justice Di-
pankar Datta orally ob-
served in the Supreme
Court during the hearing
of a land deal case on
Monday.

“Hinsa (violence), lobha
(greed), kama (desire) and
krodha (anger) are the trig-
gers for litigation now,” Jus-
tice Datta said. The judge
was part of a Bench head-
ed by Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant, who said it was
“absolutely true”.

The Bench was hearing
a petition filed by the Ya-
muna Expressway Indus-
trial Development Authori-
ty against Gaursons Mega
Projects Private Limited.

Justice Datta’s remarks
came after the Chief Justice
observed that officials
were “hand in glove” with
private builders in the sub-
version of land laws.

“Please introspect... lob-
ha has gone up to such an
extent that it has become
unmanageable. We [the
courts] have no control ov-
er citizens, we cannot give
them a mandamus to ab-
stain from hinsa or lobha,”
Justice Datta said.

There are four triggers of litigation, says Justice Datta

AP & TR RIS, ATAH(d <1 1 Hal

¢ Violence, greed, desire and anger have become the four triggers of modem
litigation in India, Justice Dipankar Datta orally observed in the Supreme
Court during the hearing of a land deal case on Monday.

fea, diw, 30T 3R By 3y ghgHdTsit & IR HRUI s U §, I8 feuoft
AT PR 1 S AHAR ) g BIE 1 4y W S AHa 3 s 5
IR Hife® T J i

o “Hinsa (violence), lobha (greed), kama (desire) and krodha (anger) are
the.triggers for litigation now,” Justice Datta said.

f&am, <y, BT (30T) 3R P 316 THeAeTN S DR 8, ATIHf &1 3 Bl
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EC to host international conference
on election management democracy

“!e M!u !ureau

NEW DELHI

Around a 100 delegates
from over 70 countries will
take part in the inaugural
India International Confe-
rence on Democracy and
Election Management (IIC-
DEM), 2026 that will be
held in the national capital
this week.

The three-day confe-
rence, being organised by
the India International In-
stitute of Democracy and
Election Management (III-
DEM), a body under the
Election Commission of In-
dia (EC), is expected to be
the largest global confe-
rence of its kind hosted by
India in the field of democ-
racy and election
management.

It is being held at Bharat
Mandapam from January
21 to 23. Nearly 100 inter-
national delegates, repre-
senting over 70 countries
from across the world, are

EC to host international conference on election management, democracy

-
Nearly 100 international delegates, representing over 70 countries
from across the world, are expected to participate. FILE PHOTO

expected, along with re-
presentatives of interna-
tional organisations, fo-
reign missions in India,
and academic and practis-
ing experts in the electoral
domain, the EC said in a
statement.

The Chief Election Com-
missioner of India, Gya-
nesh Kumar, along with
Election Commissioners
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and
Vivek Joshi, will receive the

delegates and inaugurate
the session on January 21.
The three-day pro-
gramme includes general
and plenary sessions for
election management bo-
dies (EMBs), besides the-
matic sessions focusing on
global electoral issues, mo-
del international electoral
standards, and innovations
and best practices in elec-
toral processes. A total of
36 thematic groups, led by

the CEOs of States and Un-

ion Territories and sup- _

ported by national and in-
ternational academic
experts, will contribute to
in-depth deliberations dur-
ing the conference.

40 bilateral meetings
The EC will hold over 40
bilateral meetings with the
EMBs for further discus-
sions and cooperation on
various challenges con-
fronting them around the
world. The commission
will formally launch ECI-
NET, the EC’s one-stop dig-
ital platform for all elec-
tion-related information
and services.

An exhibition showcas-
ing the magnitude and
complexity of conducting
elections in India, along
with the recent initiatives
taken by the EC to streng-
then the two pillars of elec-
tions, preparation of elec-
toral rolls and conduct of
elections, will also be held.

AT YA 3R Arpdd TR SaRITPIT A B AAaT-1 S0 g4t

e Around 100 delegates from over 70 countries will take part in the inaugural India

International Conference on Democracy and Election Management (IICDEM), 2026 that
will be held in the national capital this week. . .

39 GTE AR IATUT H 8 a1l Usd $FST $ex=e Hi3hd ST SHIshH! US gaaR
AASTHE (IICDEM), 2026 T 70 & 3MfRre SN & TTHT 100 WiAf=fr ymr 7|

The three-day conference, being organised by the India International Institute of
Democracy and Election Management (IIIDEM), a body under the Election Commission
of India (EC), is expected to be the largest global conference of its kind hosted by India in
the field of democracy and election management.

A= feadia Wi, PR wRd fafe= G & srefiT i $fEar geAzAw
FETeye 3P ISP TS sARME AASHE (IIDEM) GRT AT faar 11 38T 8, § dpaa
aﬁ?ggﬁﬁﬂﬂ%&hﬁ%@ﬂ&ﬂtﬁﬁﬁ&ﬂﬁmmmwmwaﬁﬁ
Jufte g

It is being held at Bharat Mandapam from January 21 to 23.

Tg 21 9 23 T3} I HIRd HSUH H AT fbar s w18 |

Nearly 100 international delegates, representing over 70 countries from across the world,
are expected, along with representatives of international organisations, foreign missions
in India, and academic and practising experts in the electoral domain, the EC said in a
statement.

ST AT 3 1 T o e e e, e o 1
Sl HRd
Heifore wa dfFcRiT Rtast & ol o onfad )
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The Chief Election Commissioner of India, Gyanesh Kumar, along with Election
Commissioners Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi, will receive the delegates and
inaugurate the session on January 21.

YRd & g fafea smgea s oaR, fafas smgea gEaik Ris Ty ok fade wixh
& 1Y, YA BT WA B 3R 21 FaRt B T ST Sgure- Heil|

The three-day programme includes general and plenary sessions for election
management bodies (EMBs), besides thematic sessions focusing on global electoral
issues, model international electoral standards, and innovations and best practices in
electoral processes

i feadia Srdpn A g wav frerl (§uad) & R A ok quf @ wifivd €, Wy
& affye gardt 9El, smeef AT AT, 3R gATEL ufshareli # FarR ve HaiwH
aYTf W Hisd fawaea o ot g |

A total of 36 thematic groups, led by the CEOs of States and Union Territories and
supported by national and international academic experts, will contribute to in-depth
deliberations dunng the conference.

? fersrarTer g, fSfeTehT -Iqed Wrwdl SR s =mfd wa=il & g fHyaferT siftrerdt w3
emg@uﬁ&mﬁﬁwﬁmwﬁmm YT P GRM e
FaTeH &

40 bilateral meetings

40 fgueha sa&

The EC will hold over 40 bilateral meetings with the EMBs for further discussions and
cooperation on various challenges confronting them around the world.

39T gFaT WR B A 311 X! fafid Aol TR S &t 9t SR HedvT & fou Sumet & A1 40

¥ siftre fgueha a5 |

The commission will formally launch ECINET, the EC’s one-stop digital platform for all
election-related information and services.

3TN o =0 ¥ S¥emEAe, gt gt gara el St 3R Qareit & o S5t &1
-1y fSforea wewd, ara s

An exhibition showcasing the magnitude and complexity of conducting elections in India,

along with the recent initiatives taken by the EC to strengthen the two pillars of elections,
preparation of electoral rolls and conduct of elections, will also be held.

YRd H gA19 BT &) ATYHT SR STRear B <2 areht U geght o i &t s,
Wéﬁmiﬁﬁ%a‘rwﬁr It AASraT Gt B ARt 3R gATal & HATa, B Hied
TR & T IoT5 TS gTFerT Ugd Uaiid &1 Sa |

GS Paper II: International Relations
TOPICS COVERED | 20 January 2026
1. | India signs Letter of Intent to elevate defence ties with UAE
gﬁq@%mm&nﬁa‘tﬁaﬁwmﬁ%m 3T U TR gRIER
2. | Foreign Ministers of India, Poland spar over neighbours
YR 3R ids & = w3t & i usii 30 3 dwx ewvra
3. | Fractured Yemen
fawfora o=
4. | In a changing world, it is ‘small tables, big dividends’
dedd! gfaT #, U8 ‘Bid) AW, 98 AW @
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India signs Letter of Intent to
elevate defence ties with UAE

The signing of the pact comes amid increasing Saudi-Pakistan defence cooperation in the Arabian

peninsula and especially in Yemen; the two sides also ink energy deal during UAE President’s visit

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

gainst the back-

drop of growing

military tension in
the Gulf region, the United
Arab Emirates and India
signed a “Letter of Intent
for a Bilateral Strategic De-
fence Partnership” on
Monday. The Letter of In-
tent was sealed during the
three-hour visit by the Pre-
sident of the United Arab
Emirates, Sheikh Mo-
hamed bin Zayed Al Na-
hyan, when the two sides
set a goal of doubling bilat-
eral trade to $200 billion
by 2032.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi received the UAE
leader at the Palam airport
and the two leaders dis-
cussed, among other is-
sues, the situation in Gaza
where U.S. President Do-
nald Trump’s peace plan
will be tested in the coming
weeks as well as the prot-
ests in Iran. In a press brief-
ing after the departure of
the dignitaries, Foreign Se-
cretary Vikram Misri said

PM Narendra Modi with UAE President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan during a meeting, at the PM’s residence in New Delhi. PTI

the two leaders also dis-
cussed the situation in Ye-
men over which Saudi Ara-
bia’s relation with the UAE
has nosedived.

In response to a ques-
tion on whether the India-
UAE strategic defence part-
nership could drag India
into a future conflict scena-
rio in the Gulf region, Mr.
Misri said the Letter of In-
tent was aimed at the
“work on concluding a fra-
mework agreement for
Strategic Defence Partner-

ship”. “So I would really
characterise it as a natural
evolution from the already
considerable defence
cooperation between the
two countries and not ne-
cessarily a response to any
specific event that may
have taken place in the re-
gion or of any intent to get
involved in a hypothetical
future scenario in the re-
gion,” said Mr. Misri.
There has been greater
involvement of Pakistani
military in safeguarding

India signs Letter of Intent to elevate defence ties with UAE

YR A U & 1Y I&T JaoT Bl Aeigd - & w17 03 W gaer fFe

Saudi defence and security
interests in the Arabian pe-
ninsula and especially in
Yemen. The Saudi-Pakistan
defence cooperation has
intensified since the two
countries signed a mutual
defence agreement on Sep-
tember 17, 2025.

The Saudi-Pakistan mili-
tary alliance has been ac-
tive in the Yemen theatre
and that has increased
pressure on the UAE.

During the brief visit,
the two sides also signed
an energy deal involving
the Hindustan Petroleum
Company Ltd (HPCL) and
Abu Dhabi National Oil
Company Gas (ADNOC)
that will allow purchase of
0.5 Million Metric Tonnes
Per Annum (MMPTA) LNG
by the HPCL from ADNOC
over 10 years starting from
2028.

Another Letter of Intent
was signed between the In-
dian National Space Pro-
motion and Authorisation
Centre and the Space
Agency of the UAE for the
development of space in-
dustry in the UAE.

e The signing of the pact comes amid increasing Saudi-Pakistan defence cooperation in the
Arabian peninsula and especially in Yemen,; the two sides also ink an energy deal during
the UAE President’s visit.

Y THEId IR geR 3RT YRS 3R Ry w0 4 g6+ § 9gd HSH&1-Urfh<ar &1 TganT
% §Id gU; U TPl & AT & SR a1 Uall 3 SHorl aaghar + |

e Against the backdrop of growing military tension in the Gulf region, the United Arab
Emirates and India signed a “Letter of Intent for a Bilateral Strategic Defence
Partnership” on Monday.
Qe &8 J 95d A d919 B! YR # TYad 3R RTd 3R HRA 7 THaR & “fgueia
Yoo Y& Argiert & fe omer v R wER Ul
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The Letter of Intent was sealed during the three-hour visit by the President of the United
Arab Emirates, Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, when the two sides set a goal of
doubling bilateral trade to $200 billion by 2032.

g ST U HgFd 3R HRTT & G HigHE o SIrIg 3 AIgaT &1 i e
B UTAT S SR YU g1, 5 eI Ueit = 2032 d fguelta SR 1 200 3RT SR a%
ST R BT A8 3T |

Prime Minister Narendra Modi received the UAE leader at the Palam airport and the two
leaders discussed, among other issues, the situation in Gaza where U.S. President Donald
Trump’s peace plan will be tested in the coming weeks as well as the protests in Iran.
TTTHAT 5 [ = UTerd gaTs 312 W YUS 1 1 WHTd b 3R A Adredt 3 oy gei &
1Y T $1 FRUf R =i &1, Sigi 31 ared gl # syt gufa SiHres ¢u o1 =iifa aierr
1 e 1T, Tr € ERT B R raRFAY R o w1 &S

In a press briefing after the departure of the dignitaries, Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri said
the two leaders also discussed the situation in Yemen over which Saudi Arabia’s relation
with the UAE has nosedived.

fafRry srfaRdl & g=iM & a1 U sitfthy # fager wfera fassw faRedt 3 a1 fob <1 A 4
TrE & R IR ot == 1, o R ahdl 3Re 3R gus & Tofy iR w1y A frrs e €

In response to a question on whether the India-UAE strategic defence partnership could
drag India into a future conflict scenario in the Gulf region, Mr. Misri said the Letter of
Intent was aimed at the “work on concluding a framework agreement for Strategic
Defence Partnership”.

YRA-gUS 0P I&T EieRt HRd I Wret &7 § fhet yiasy & Iad ufeza o wfte
ToHd! § 1181, 39 JaTd & oiare § ) 3 a1 b SRy U= o1 I2=g ur-ifad &
Ar3ieN! & iU T i Jushdl T H1 W ST IRAT1 81

“So | would really characterise it as a natural evolution from the already considerable
defence cooperation between the two countries and not necessarily a response to any
specific event that may have taken place in the region or of any intent to get involved in a
hypothetical future scenario in the region,” said Mr. Misri.

et 3 e, “3afere & 33 A1 32 & ol Ugd ¥ Hivlg AU T&T HedT § Al s
WUTa® AT A, 7 & &3 8 g3 o faflkry g &1 ufaforan a1 fassdt Sreaf-e yfaw
& uRe=a & wfid g &1 aRm )

There has been greater involvement of the Pakistani military in safeguarding Saudi defence
and security interests in the Arabian peninsula and especially in Yemen.

IRT UTIEIT 3R faxy 0 & 907 7 Wt &I 3R [Reaf it ot 261 & urfeswarit 91 3
Hrfiert 51 ]

The Saudi-Pakistan defence cooperation has intensified since the two countries signed a
mutual defence agreement on September 17, 2025.

TS S 1-UTTHT T&T TGN 17 FAdaw 2025 H1 ST < gRT MUY 84T THSNA TR SR
& 91 9 a g &

The Saudi-Pakistan military alliance has been active in the Yemen theatre and that has
increased pressure on the UAE.

T3¢ 1-UIfehed A9 TSae= 9= & A" IR Iihd 3871 8 3R 399 gUs W a1d §¢7 3|
During the brief visit, the two sides also signed an energy deal involving the Hindustan
Petroleum Company Ltd (HPCL) and Abu Dhabi National Oil Company Gas (ADNOC)
that will allow purchase of 0.5 Million Metric Tonnes Per Annum (MMPTA) LNG by the
HPCL from ADNOC over 10 years starting from 2028.

fere amm & SR gl vl 3 figear teiferaw duAl fafies (wadRitee) ok org et
A Tad HU 1 (TSIeAs) I ST S SHett gwgitar Hi foar, forge dgd 2028 &
Y IR 10 Tl a0 TIURATS gRT GSIE3it ¥ 0.5 fafera #ifge e ufa
(CHEHNEIT) TaTsi &) Tiig THa gt

Another Letter of Intent was signed between the Indian National Space Promotion and
Authorisation Centre and the Space Agency of the UAE for the development of the space
industry in the UAE.

T 30 TR UF WRH 81 Sfaivel Haed 3R wiftrevor g w1 gus ot siaive gaist
& o9 gus A iafver IeRT & fawr & fo gxanefa faar man
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Foreign Ministers of
India, Poland spar

over neighbours
4GS II: IR: Europe |

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

India and Poland sparred
over their respective re-
gional rivals as External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
and Polish Foreign Minister
and Deputy Prime Minister
Radoslaw Sikorski aired
their differences over Pa-
kistan and Russia on Mon-
day as the two Ministers
met for talks in New Delhi.
Taking aim at Poland’s
renewed ties with Pakistan,
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar told visiting Mr.
Sikorski that India expects
its partners not to help
“fuel” terrorism in the
neighbourhood. Mr. Jaish-
ankar also delivered a sev-
ere message to the visiting
dignitary about the Euro-
pean Union’s sanctions
against India’s trade and oil
imports from Russia, call-
ing it “selective targeting”.
In televised opening re-
marks at  Hyderabad
House, Mr. Jaishankar said
he wanted to “discuss
some of [Mr. Sikorski’s] re-
cent travels to the region”,
a direct reference to the
Polish FM’s visit to Pakistan
in October 2025, where he
had met Pakistan’s top lea-
dership. The visit to Pakis-
tan by Mr. Sikorski appears
to have upset the govern-
ment as it came a few
months after the India-Pa-
kistan conflict in May.
“Poland should display
zero tolerance for terro-
rism and not help fuel the
terrorist infrastructure in
our neighbourhood,” Mr.
Jaishankar said.
Speaking to reporters af-
ter the meeting at Hydera-

bad House, Mr. Sikorski
said that the conversation
about India and Poland’s
respective regions had
been “frank”, and said that
while the two sides agreed
on concerns over terro-
rism, India’s participation
in “Zapad-2025” military
exercises in Russia and Be-
larus was seen as
“threatening”.

“We all have regional
concerns and we all have
neighbours, and with
neighbours you have op-
portunities and challeng-
es,” Mr. Sikorski said, ad-
ding that on terrorism
India and Poland are of
“one mind”.

“We also have concerns.
India took part in the Za-
pad exercises in Russia that
we find threatening,” he
stated.

The exchange of diffe-
rences between Delhi and
Warsaw was seen as un-
usual given that the two
countries have been im-
proving relations in recent
years, and India and the
European Union are close
to a major trade agreement
next week.

During talks, Mr. Jaish-
ankar turned to the issue of
India’s imports of Russian
oil that he said Mr. Sikorski
had been speaking about
“publicly” during his visit.
In Jaipur on Monday, the
Polish Foreign Minister had
said that he was “pleased”
that India had cut its pur-
chase of Russian oil..

“I have repeatedly un-
derlined that the selective
targeting of India is both
unfair and unjustified. I do
so again today,” Mr. Jaish-
ankar said.

9971932488

Foreign Ministers of India, Poland spar over
neighbours

YRd 3R Nids & fagw wial & i v =t
Pl ABR THIG

India and Poland sparred over their respective regi
onal rivals as External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and
Polish Foreign Minister and
Deputy Prime Minister
Radoslaw Sikorski aired their
differences over Pakistan and
Russia on Monday as the two
Ministers met for talks in New
Delhi.

YR 3R AT 3T=-307
A 3, 519 fae=n w3t T,
TARIBY 3R Uids & fadwr vl vd Su-uemwEt wsiara
RIPR! 3 HHaR ! 78 et ¥ ardf & SR i
3R T W U AdHE I 33 |
. Taking aim at Poland’s renewed ties with
Pakistan, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar told
visiting Mr. Sikorski that India expects its partners not to
hels “fuel” terrorism in the neighbourhood.

& UIfhaT & |1y ¢ Fael &1 FH=mE a9 gu
o= oot v, S A GR R o ot Ryt @ w1
YR 30 AIRIGRI 4 TG ol ¢ [ 3 TSN | SfTddarg
B “USH” H Heg 9 B3|
. Mr. Jaishankar also delivered a severe message to
the visiting dignitary about the European Union’s
sanctions against India’s trade and oil imports from
Russia, calling it “selective targeting’.

ot SRR 7 YRA & EF F ATIR R A7 a1 N

TR WY P wrae B A 1 T ww Rar IR 59
“TYATHP =T T Hal

. In televised opening remarks at Hyderabad House,
Mr. Jaishankar said he wanted to “discuss some of [Mr.
Sikorski’s] recent travels to the region”, a direct reference
to the Polish FM’s visit to Pakistan in October 2025,
where he had met Pakistan’s top leadership.

BRI TT8H § YR Y31l few o & st sraiepe
wel [& a8 [ RreRt 9 gra &t afta armsi w ==l
FRAT I8 €, Sl Sragar 2025 H Wids & fadzr wft
urfhar ar o1 A dauf o1, Set 3= urfewar & =i
Aqea ¥ ganerd & At

. The visit to Pakistan by Mr. Sikorski appears to

have upset the government as it came a few months after
the India-Pakistan conflict in May.

oft PRt o TP a6 I WBR ™Y Udid g3, Fifd I8 A § YRA-UTfbwI
Had & $o HEIH a1 g3 Uil

¢ “Poland should display zero tolerance for terrorism and not help fuel the terrorist
infrastructure in our neighbourhood,” Mr. Jaishankar said.

oft SRR 7 el “Mds B SATddare » ufa

Tgiean feart @y ok g
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Speaking to reporters after the meeting at Hyderabad House, Mr. Sikorski said that the
conversation about India and Poland’s respective regions had been “frank”, and said that
while the two sides agreed on concems over terrorism, India’s participation in “Zapad-2025”
military exercises in Russia and Belarus was seen as “threatening”.

RIS 8139 J 96 & 91 TAGR! I §1d FXd gu ot PRt 7 g1 i URd 3R Uide &
3{T-30 &3 R Il “TIgard)” g, 3R Safdh GHI Uef STdddrg &! ad farsl iR ggud
3 = R AT § WIUIG-2025" A= 4T § YR B UFGR! I Wk F &9 B @1
Tl

“We all have regional concerns and we all have neighbours, and with neighbours you
have opportunities and challenges,” Mr. Sikorski said, adding that on terrorism India and
Poland are of “one mind”.

ot Rl 3 o1, g0 gt A &t Riad g1t 8 o TR TSI &ld 7, ok usiRm &

Y TR 3R At S gt 8 Il SiieT & Siddparg W HRd 3R Ulds “Us #a” B

“We also have concerns. India took part in the Zapad exercises in Russia that we find

threatening,” he stated.

I8 e, ‘g ft fRiaTt &1 WRa A =7 A wiure snart § iR fern, o1 g @
"

The exchange of differences between Delhi and Warsaw was seen as unusual given that

the two countries have been improving relations in recent years, and India and the European

Union are close to a major trade agreement next week.

ot 3R aR™T & S AaU<l &1 U8 MSH-USH SHTHT-T HHT T, i 81 & aut § gl
%ﬁ%ﬁa‘uémﬁa%%ﬁvmam@ﬂh@mﬁww@ww@ﬁ%ﬁa
|
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B G R Vet Asia  BUGE
Fractured Yemen

Saudi Arabia and the UAE must help all
Yemeni factions come together

he flare-up in fighting between Yemen’s
Saudi-backed government and the South-
ern Transitional Council (STC), a separa-
tist force backed by the UAE, has exposed the
country’s internal vulnerabilities and the Persian
Gulf region’s geopolitical fault lines. The crisis es-
calated in early December when the Aden-based
STC launched a surprise offensive in the oil-rich
Hadhramaut and al-Mahra governorates, which
were under government control. It gained con-
trol of nearly half of the former South Yemen
state, but the advances were short-lived. Govern-
ment forces, covered by Saudi air power, swiftly
recaptured the lost areas. On January 7, govern-
ment forces entered Aden, forcing the STC to
send a delegation to Riyadh for talks. In the Saudi
capital, the STC announced its dissolution, while
its leader, Aidarus al-Zoubaidi, who has been
charged with treason, is believed to have fled to
the UAE. The crisis also brought Saudi-UAE ten-
sions into the open. Riyadh accused Abu Dhabi of
transferring weapons to Yemeni separatists, and
carried out air strikes on the port of Mukalla, re-
portedly targeting arms shipments. Following a
rare public rebuke from Saudi Arabia, the UAE
announced its withdrawal of forces from Yemen
and an end to its “counterterrorism operations”.
The UAE was a part of Saudi Arabia’s military
coalition when it began bombing the Houthis
(Ansar Allah), the Shia militia that captured Sa-
naa, Yemen'’s capital, in 2014. But the years-long
war did little to defeat the Houthis. The Saudi-
backed government operated from Aden in the
south, until the STC began challenging it. The
UAE then began support to the STC. Saudi Ara-
bia, facing a direct security threat from the
Houthis along its southern borders, entered into
a ceasefire with the group, and sought to stabilise
southern Yemen through the government. Yet,
Riyadh grew increasingly alarmed by the expand-
ing military power and defiance of the separa-
tists. As government forces and the STC fought
for influence in the south, the Houthis en-
trenched their position in the north, encompass-
ing key population centres. The true victims of
this multi-layered conflict, however, have been
Yemen’s civilians. The country faces one of the
world’s worst humanitarian crises, with millions
on the brink of famine, an economy in ruins and
devastated infrastructure. For now, an uneasy
calm prevails in the south. But STC representa-
tives in the UAE have dismissed claims that the
council has been disbanded. For peace to take
hold, all Yemeni factions must together establish
a federal governance structure, addressing pre-
sent power dynamics and historical grievances.
For this to happen, Saudi Arabia and the UAE
must bury the hatchet and work jointly for stabil-
ity in their impoverished neighbouring country.

Fractured Yemen

furfora aw=

eSaudi Arabia and the UAE must help all Yemeni
factions come together.

TSdl 3R 3R gus &1 9t guit et &) v I a=
H Hag Sl =gyl

The flare-up in fighting in Yemen
gu= | 999 &1 fiee yga

e The flare-up in fighting between Yemen’s Saudi-
backed government and the Southern Transitional
Council (STC), a separatist force backed by the UAE,
has exposed the country’s internal vulnerabilities
and the Persian Gulf region’s geopolitical fault
lines.

S T 9 PR 3R Southern
Transitional Council (STC), S f& UAE Twfifa
JEMTEATE! 99 8, & ot oy & bR WS & 3T B!
ATAf® FHARAT IR BRY Pt TIS! &7 Pt Y-
TP WK SUTR g3 ¢

e The crisis escalated in early December when the
Aden-based STC launched a surprise offensive in
the oil-rich Hadhramaut and al-Mahra
governorates, which were under government
control.

Jare fedar &) Yeama o a9 9¢1 919 8gH fRa sTC
I AT-IS gaTHId 3R Sra-wgT Widl §, S TRPRY
a0 4 9, Ue S gHAT I a1

eIt gained control of nearly half of the former South
Yemen state, but the advances were short-lived.

9 qd gféror aue I & Ty od fre R
o e1fa o foran, ifd T 3 Jgd SreuIferd el
e Government forces, covered by Saudi air power,
swiftly recaptured the lost areas.

"¢l a1y fadd & THUT I IRPRI qal A doll I WY
BT &5 B Y & poat A & fomm|

¢On January 7, government forces entered Aden,
forcing the STC to send a delegation to Riyadh for
talks.

7 S} & WBHRI 9 31g4 T aId gu, o sTC
P dIqdid & fore fare 7 we wfafAftmsa dsmgsn
¢In the Saudi capital, the STC announced its
dissolution, while its leader, Aidarous al-Zoubaidi,
who has been charged with treason, is believed to
have fled to the UAE.

Sl ASYT A STC A 3= fage &1 iy ot
Sefs IHBT AT TR 3rel-wiradl, ford IR Swrgie &1
3RIY 8, b IR H AT S1d1 & P 98 UAE T AT B |

The crisis also brought Saudi-UAE tensions into the open.

T YdhC  TShal-UAE T & 1 gad I+ o fea|

Riyadh accused Abu Dhabi of transferring weapons to Yemeni separatists, and carried
out air strikes on the port of Mukalla, reportedly targeting arms shipments.
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feare 7 g urdt R gueit Sreraanieal B §RR UgET &1 3RIY TN SR $iYd dR R
BRARY $t @Y B R 10 §U P §e378 W ga1s gHa 5|
Following a rare public rebuke from Saudi Arabia, the UAE announced its withdrawal of
forces from Yemen and an end to its “counterterrorism operations”.

TSl 3RT B 3R Y TS gerH ATdol =P BedR & 91, UAE 3 T & 30 gl @Y aroit
3R 3T “Sdiparg-Aeht PRATSA” B JHIE B SH1 G0N B |

The UAE was a part of Saudi Arabia’s military coalition when it began bombing the
Houthis (Ansar Allah), the Shia militia that captured Sanaa, Yemen'’s capital, in 2014.
UAE, T34l 3R & A TS BT 3T T ofd I BN (SR 31eelTe) IR THaR! =
1 ft, S o a5 R ffafRm 8 e 2014 T 9979 &t IS 991 R FHaat ) fomm ATl
But the years-long war did little to defeat the Houthis.
At B3 TuT A T G5 YA DI g § 9gd HH T 87|
The Saudi-backed government operated from Aden in the south, until the STC began
challenging it.

Tuia TR <l & org I &1 HR ! R, d a [ STC 7 I8 A 1 =
gl foa|
The UAE then began support to the STC.
TP 91¢ UAE 7 STC &Y Tl 311 = foha|
Saudi Arabia, facing a direct security threat from the Houthis along its southern borders,
entered into a ceasefire with the group, and sought to stabilise southern Yemen through
the government.
Tl 3R, A=t gferuft Wramai o ST | weaer JRem WeR BT I HRd §U, 59 W &
I HedfaRTd § T SR WRPR & ATEaH | Sl U B RR 774 31 SRR B

Yet, Riyadh grew increasingly alarmed by the expanding military power and defiance of
the separatists.
fopr +ft, T srermaarfeat o dgdt A= xifad SR 3rag @ TFaR 3ifde fifea giar ma|
As government forces and the STC fought for influence in the south, the Houthis
entrenched their position in the north, encompassing key population centres.

a-%? STC &f01 & TUTa 3 R e 32 4, 0 gifral 3 o & o) fRuf woreg
G ?ﬁ ﬁsmfr T SHEST $% AT 8
The true victims of this mult|-Iayered conflict, however, have been Yemen’s civilians.
T, 39 ag- w9 WU & IRdfIc RIBR TH B TH AR 2 2|
The country faces one of the world’s worst humanitarian crises, with millions on the brink
of famine, an economy in ruins, and devastated infrastructure.
2 T & gaR TR ATHE Heel | § U &1 AT BR 6T 2, STel Aral anT YEEsl &
PR W 5, a1 q618 © 3R gf~ardt ian I8 51 9o 5|
For this to happen, Saudi Arabia and the UAE must bury the hatchet and work jointly for
stability in their impoverished neighbouring country.

TP foTT Tha! 3R 3R UAE FI 30 AaHE YaTdhs, 30 T TS RY 331 & fRRan & fog
TS FY F BT HAT R
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In a changing world, it is ‘small tables, big dividends’

n January 26, 2026, Kartavya Path will
0 send a signal that goes beyond ceremony.

The chief guests at the Republic Day
parade will be the European Union (EU)’s
institutional leadership, representing a
27-member bloc rather than a single capital.

That break with tradition points to a wider
truth about 2026. Bilateral diplomacy will remain
demanding. The neighbourhood will require
constant attention, and ties with Washington and
Beijing will keep producing friction, from trade
disputes to sharper strategic competition.

India’s best openings may, therefore, lie in
diplomatic white spaces. Think of them as gaps in
global leadership. Problems need coordination,
but no major power can credibly take charge.
They are crowded rooms without a convenor. In
such spaces, India can work through coalitions to
shape rules and deliver global public goods,
provided it chooses priorities that it can sustain.

Working with Europe
Europe is the first test. The presence of Ursula
von der Leyen and Antdnio Luis Santos da Costa
on January 26 signals the intent to push forward
the long-pending India-EU Free Trade
Agreement. While ties with Berlin, Paris or Rome
matter, India’s decisive engagement will be with
the EU’s collective trade, competition and climate
policy. This is not only about customs duties. It is
about market access rules, data standards and
sustainability requirements. If India treats the
agreement as a de-risking compact, the payoffis
threefold. It strengthens access to Europe,
positions India in reworked value chains, and
offers some insurance against United States trade
pressure. But it will raise compliance burdens for
firms.

The European window is open because the EU
wants to reduce exposure to China and hedge
against U.S. unpredictability by deepening

Syed Akbaruddin
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With bilateral
diplomacy
remaining
demanding,
India’s best
chances lie in
diplomatic
white spaces

partnerships with India. Delhi needs to move
quickly. Windows close.

The next is BRICS and the Quad

Europe is the technocratic test of India’s white
space diplomacy. BRICS is the political one.
BRICS in 2026 is not what it was. Expansion has
widened its reach but blurred its focus because
members do not want the same things at the
same speed. That raises the key question: what is
BRICS actually for, and can India help define it?

The demands BRICS represents are real. Many
members want a stronger voice for the Global
South, fairer representation and credible
alternatives in development finance. Yet, the
group’s direction is contested.

As chair and host in 2026, India can steer
BRICS toward delivery through better use of New
Development Bank guarantees and practical
toolkits that turn communiqués into action.

External risks also matter. Washington’s tariff
threats against countries seen as aligning with
BRICS raise the cost of careless signalling. India
gains little by letting the group drift into anti-West
rhetoric or a de-dollarisation crusade, which
would undercut its effort to attract western
capital and technology. India’s task is to hold the
balance. Reform is not the same as rejection.

The third white space is the Quad. If India
hosts a Quad leaders’ summit, it could be hosting
U.S. President Donald Trump. That would add
political weight and raise the stakes for delivery.

The Quad’s agenda on maritime domain
awareness and resilient ports matters to Indian
Ocean littoral states that want capacity without
being drawn into great power rivalries. India can
make the Quad useful by turning capabilities into
services that others can access.

India’s Operation Sagar Bandhu following
Cyclone Ditwah in Sri Lanka showed the value of
having assets that can be retasked quickly without

In a changing world, it is ‘small tables, big dividends’

gead! gaT ¥, 98 SIA A, S W ?

e OnJanuary 26, 2026, Kartavya Path will send a signal that goes beyond ceremony.
26 SFIaY, 2026 H! B YY TH U1 Yabd oIl off Had

e The chief guests at the Republic Day parade will be the European Union (EU)’s
institutional leadership, representing a 27-member bloc rather than a single capital.

TToreA fead wvs & g@& $ifaf¥y & & u o gRidig 34 (EU) ST SRIRTT

ST & ol 27 -G T H1 Ui Bl

e The presence of Ursula von der Leyen and Anténio Luis Santos da Costa on January 26
signals the intent to push forward the long-pending India—EU Free Trade Agreement.

26 a3} I YT ai9 3T A 3R A= ggd A

EU Yo SATUR TSN S 3T §6T & IR H1 Hobd odll g
e |tis about market access rules, data standards and sustainability requirements.
g AR % TS & T, SeT TS IR Teddl AaTTHarsn 9 ISl 2|

¢ If India treats the agreement as a de-risking compact, the payoff is threefold.

Tfe URd 39

T B S

-

diplomatic drama. Success, however, will depend
on Washington managing trade differences with
partners without disrupting broader cooperation.

All this underlines a hard truth about large
forums. The United Nations remains essential for
legitimacy and norm-setting, but it is a weak
instrument for delivery when major powers are at
odds. Outcomes are shifting to coalitions that can
move even when the centre cannot.

The G-20 shows the same strain. In theory, it is
the premier table for economic coordination. In
practice, it is increasingly exposed to domestic
politics and agenda fights. The U.S. boycott of the
Johannesburg G-20 summit in 2025 and the push
to narrow the agenda under the U.S. presidency
in 2026 could sideline Global South priorities and
make the forum feel less inclusive.

Amid global volatility, India’s momentum in
2026 will come from turning white spaces into
working arrangements. Europe is about
standards, BRICS is about functionality, and the
Quad is about public goods.

The message for India

The Al Impact Summit in Delhi (February 2026) is
India’s chance to get governments, companies
and researchers together to bridge differences
where interests overlap. As Washington
experiments with new forums, including Mr.
Trump’s proposed ‘Board of Peace’ that is
focused on peace building, Delhi will need to
choose carefully. An invitation for India to join
Pax Silica, a U.S.-led capability club for Artificial
Intelligence and semiconductor supply chains, is
reportedly in the works and shows how fast these
new tables are multiplying.

In a divided world, it is rarely the biggest table
that shapes the future. It is the smaller tables
where things actually get done. In 2026, India’s
advantage will lie in making the tables that it
chooses work.

3T ST B

Aq BT, S foreht T

31 BRI &1 IufRUfT wfad URd-

Tugar 71, A $THT A N A1 8T

e |t strengthens access to Europe, positions India in reworked value chains, and offers
some insurance against United States trade pressure.

g FRIY P Ugd bl AoTqd Hel &, GRS qed faarail § HRd Bl R Hel1 8, 3R

YT T

e Butit will raise compliance burdens for firms.
Ao SO HUfl TR SIUTA &1 a5l dg|
e The European window is open because the EU wants to reduce exposure to China and
hedge against U.S. unpredictability by deepening partnerships with India.
TR AR UMM a1 § Fiife EU, T IR et &1 &1 asdr § oik smfvast
AFATAET B oG WRA B TIY AEGRY Ted Bl redl 2|
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e Europe is the technocratic test of India’s white space diplomacy.
RIY HRA B! FTEE WY peifd Bl dep-IP THam 2|

e BRICS is the political one.
BRICS U AeT-Had TR0 |

¢ BRICS in 2026 is not what it was.

2026 ® BRICS 39T g1 Y81 ¢ o141 a8 Uga Tl

o Expansion has widened its reach but blurred its focus because members do not want the
same things at the same speed.

R A 5Ol ugw a1 ], Qi 39T Wiy Yedr o foar § wife I U g 9Ha iR
T SRt Aol T3 ared |

e As chair and host in 2026, India can steer BRICS toward delivery through better use of
New Development Bank guarantees and practical toolkits that turn communiqués into
action.

2026 T 3ef 3R AV & U & YR, Y STAUHC 8P Pt TR} iR ATaQIRD

& dgR SUINT A GIYUMIAT B HRATE A GAPY BRICS B URUITHIHE 1 Iobal g
o External risks also matter.

a8t wifaw 1t Heauuf €

o Washington’s tariff threats against countries seen as aligning with BRICS raise the cost of
careless signalling.

BRICS & 1Y WS @ a1dt < & faenws aifRivre 9t eRw ywfdpal, arurarg ddbdl 3t
HTHd ¢ adll 5 |

¢ India gains little by letting the group drift into anti-West rhetoric or a de-dollarisation
crusade.

YR &I I ! uim-fARdh saramtt @1 Si-starge=m SfaM #f 3R 9 ¢ 9 9ga
HH AT B
e This would undercut India’s effort to attract western capital and technology.

T8 Uil ol 3fR e & Shffd B & HRE & YA HHSIR U7

e The United Nations remains essential for legitimacy and norm-setting, but it is a weak
instrument for delivery when major powers are at odds.

Y Y qUT 3R AFES-FTUROT & g 31awas ©, Afe ia wgTIfaal smee-ares &,
0 U8 Pr-ag- & Y FUEIR AT o ST 5

e Outcomes are shifting to coalitions that can move even when the centre cannot.
OO 319 T/ MSEYT Pt 3R S8 & ol Bg P gAY 811 wR 4 3t 9¢ 9|

e The G-20 shows the same strain.
G-20 *ft 33t TRE & T19 I AT 5|

¢ In theory, it is the premier table for economic coordination.
Rrgid ®u & ug snfife Tr-ag &1 ua d9 3|

e In practice, it is increasingly exposed to domestic politics and agenda fights.
FAER H, T8 U ST 3R THST |aut & Ui SHfid Hdg-1=id gl T 5

e The U.S. boycott of the Johannesburg G-20 summit in 2025 and the push to narrow the
agenda under the U.S. presidency in 2026 could sideline Global South priorities and
make the forum feel less inclusive.

2025 ¥ SgAeT G-20 RRER T &1 Mfa! R 3R 2026 & SRS sreaedr &
IR veieT A F &1 7a, Wiad I8Y B yrdfiedrsi o g™ R S Iodl g
3R HI P! HH JHERN ST IhdT g

¢ Amid global volatility, India’s momentum in 2026 will come from turning white spaces into
working arrangements.

m@@m%aﬂa, 2026 H YR @ 7fd ©T5e WY & Frafa gwirs # sgaq 3
|

o Europe is about standards, BRICS is about functionality, and the Quad is about public
goods.

TRIY AFS! I ST 7, BRICS BRI&Hdr T, 3R &Ts Aduif~ia aegaif 3|

The message for India
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o The Al Impact Summit in Delhi (February 2026) is India’s chance to get governments,
companies and researchers together to bridge differences where interests overlap.
feeeh o Al sHiae ftre (BRad 2026) HRA & AT 3fawR & & 98 WReRY, Hufa iz
YHate I I ADR AT ¥l a1 AAWSH B UTe TH |

¢ As Washington experiments with new forums, including Mr. Trump’s proposed ‘Board of
Peace’ focused on peace building, Delhi will need to choose carefully.

9 qIfRATE ¢ A & 91y YA 9 38T 8, o wifa famfor w e o o1 yarfaa @is
3T G off =fira B, a9 et o1 Jraerit § wa= o= ghm|

¢ An invitation for India to join Pax Silica, a U.S.-led capability club for Artificial Intelligence
and semiconductor supply chains, is reportedly in the works.

lﬂ?ﬁaﬁPaxSﬂlcaﬁQW&IﬂEﬁﬁmﬁﬂﬁmGﬁ gefemly 3R i sae Twrs
T F 1w SANST-AGE aTaT &vdT 4 §, HiUd IR W dast A g
e This shows how fast these new tables are multiplying.
Ig famar @ % 3 9 v fpa Aot A de R 2|
e |nadivided world, it is rarely the biggest table that shapes the future.
fawifora gferan 7 viawr &1 3R amﬁawwgwﬁaaﬂ
o |tis the smaller tables where things actually get done.
B Te W g} aRad # ST WIgIaT 8|

e In 2026, India’s advantage will lie in making the tables that it chooses work.

2026 ®, YRd ! dgd 39 o1d | gH o ag o1 Tl 31 g1, 3 YU S § HTHAE a91¢
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1. | Include proposal to link digital currencies on the BRICS agenda, says
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Include proposal to link
digital currencies on the
BRICS agenda, says RBI

Reuters
MUMBAI/NEW DELHI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has recommended to
the Centre that a proposal
connecting the central
bank digital currencies
(CBDCs) of BRICS coun-
tries be included on the
agenda for the 2026 sum-
mit of the grouping, two
sources have said. They re-
quested anonymity as they
were not authorised to
speak publicly.

The proposal seeks to
make cross-border pay-
ments easier, in a move
that could reduce reliance
on the U.S. dollar as geo-
political tensions rise. The
RBI's  recommendation
builds on a 2025 declara-
tion at the BRICS summit
in Brazil which pushed for
interoperability between
members’ payment sys-
tems to make cross-border
transactions more effi-
cient.

The RBI has publicly ex-
pressed interest in linking
India’s digital rupee with
other nations” CBDCs to ex-
pedite cross-border tran-
sactions and bolster its cur-
rency’s global usage. It has,
however, said its efforts to
promote the rupee’s global
use are not aimed at pro-
moting de-dollarisation.

India will host the next
BRICS summit later this
year. If the RBI's recom-
mendation is accepted, a
proposal to link the digital
currencies of BRICS mem-
bers would be put forward
for the first time. The initia-
tive could irritate the U.S.,
which has warned against
any moves to bypass the
dollar. U.S. President Do-

Ease of payment

If the proposal is accepted, a plan to link digital currencies will
be put forward at the 2026 BRICS summit in India

= The move could reduce
reliance on the U.S. dollar
as geopolitical tensions risc
u While none of the BRICS
members have fully
launched their digital
currencies, all five main
members have been
running pilot projects

nald Trump has previously
said the BRICS alliance is
“anti-American” and he
threatened to impose ta-
riffs on its members.

While none of the BRICS
members  have fully
launched their digital cur-
rencies, all five main mem-
bers have been running pi-
lot projects.

India’s digital currency
has attracted a total of 7
million retail users since its
launch in December 2022,
while China has pledged to
boost the international use
of the digital yuan.

The RBI has encouraged
the adoption of the e-ru-
pee by enabling offline
payments, providing pro-
grammability for govern-
ment subsidy transfers and
allowing fintech firms to
offer digital currency
wallets.

The RBI and the central
bank of Brazil did not res-
pond to emails seeking
comment. The People’s
Bank of China said it had
no information; the South
African and Russian cen-
tral banks declined to
comment.

For the BRICS digital
currency linkages to be
successful, elements like

u Indius digital
CUrrEncy - e-rupee
- has aftracted a
total of 7 million
retail users
% sinceits
Launchin
Drcember
2022

interoperable technology,
governance rules and ways
to settle imbalanced trade
volumes would be among
the discussion topics, one
of the sources said.

The source cautioned
that hesitation among
members to adopt techno-
logical platforms from oth-
er countries could delay
work on the proposal and
concrete progress would
require consensus on tech
and regulation.

One idea that is being
explored to manage poten-
tial trade imbalances is the
use of bilateral foreign ex-
change swap arrange-
ments between central
banks, both sources said.

Previous attempts by
Russia and Indian govern-
ments to conduct more
trade in their local curren-
cies hit roadblocks.

Russia  accumulated
large balances of the In-
dian rupee for which it
found limited use, prompt-
ing India’s central bank to
permit the investment of
such balances in local
bonds. Weekly or monthly
settlements for transac-
tions are being proposed to
be made via the swaps, the
second source said.

Include proposal to link digital
currencies on the BRICS agenda,
says RBI

oo woter # feforea gasi ot
I8 & Y19 &I A fHar
olTg: Gﬂ?ﬁﬁﬂ'sc

. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has recommended to the Centre that a
proposal connecting the central bank
digital currencies (CBDCs) of BRICS
countries be included on the agenda for the
2026 summit of the grouping, two sources
have said.

YR Rord d& (SmRdtens) 3 %g e
Y Ry &1 & [ fore 3= &) s do
feforea st RAGSRE) @1 s
eI T &I T & 2026 FRER wwe
gmﬁwmmwa@ﬁw

I

. They requested anonymity as they
were not authorised to speak publicly.

I UG MU= X+ 6T SFRIY fobar
m g AIdel-d U I S $I ST

I

. The proposal seeks to make cross-
border payments easier, in a move that
could reduce reliance on the U.S. dollar as
geopolitical tensions rise.

I8 URdTd HT-UR YA &1 S &
BT YN Bl 7, o sgd YIomifas
el & o st STar R MRar su g1
BELI
. The RBI’'s recommendation builds
on a 2025 declaration at the BRICS
summit in Brazil which pushed for
interoperability between members’
payment systems to make cross-border
transactions more efficient.

SRS o1 I8 R areita | foa
R awed 9 g8 2025 $1 HYon R

TR &, T TRt Bt Y Yonferdt & o SexATRfafardt R IR faan man o1 difes

HHI-UR A SIS H1d 81 9 |
o The RBI has publicly expressed interest in linking India’s digital rupee with other nations’

CBDCs to expedite cross-border transactions and bolster its currency’s global usage.

JREITE A ISP T J HRG Pt fefored vuar of om0 ot Teier ¥ Sied § 3
TS § dTfs WHAT-UR A dol 8 3R STt gl &1 afYye ITaT g |

o It has, however, said its efforts to promote the rupee’s global use are not aimed at promoting
de-dollarisation.

B, 39 HET 2 fb 3ud & 3Yep UL B! 91 &1 & YN S1-STeRISARA Bl geral ¢
F I 4 TRl 3
¢ India will host the next BRICS summit later this year.

YRA 39 98 & 3fd A 31T foaw RRaR Iwie= &) Avar! S|
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If the RBI's recommendation is accepted, a proposal to link the digital currencies of BRICS
members would be put forward for the first time.

g SReeE &1 ReRer WeR @t ot 8, af ey ewt o fefoea gersit &1 Siea &1
UITd Ugell aR I 3@ S|

The initiative could irritate the U.S., which has warned against any moves to bypass the
dollar.

Tg UEd AR®BT B ARTH FR Tl g, oA STaR &1 RfFR & aret foelt oft Haq &
EEINIERICEIRAR]

U.S. President Donald Trump has previously said the BRICS alliance is “anti-American”
and he threatened to impose tariffs on its members.

MR Ayuld SHIeS ¢U Usd B8 9 § (& [ Teayd “sfR@rfaidt ¢ sk 35
P Y| R Y[eh A DI 4fen! §f ot

While none of the BRICS members have fully launched their digital currencies, all five main
members have been running pilot projects.

gIaifes forad 3 el oft wawg 7 ot e a1 ot ok © i 161 31 &, Aifdse it uig
TS o™ Urgde UREASHIE e 38 8|

India’s digital currency has attracted a total of 7 million retail users since its launch in
December 2022, while China has pledged to boost the international use of the digital yuan.
YRd 31 f3forea gar A fexiar 2022 T i< 814 & 916 9 $d 70 A1 G0

TR fohan B, STaife A A fEfored gam & SiaRga IuART &1 Ig &1 Ihed e 3|
The RBI has encouraged the adoption of the e-rupee by enabling offline payments,
providing programmability for government subsidy transfers and allowing fintech firms to
offer digital currency wallets.

IRATSTE 7 F-FT B AU & [T MBS YA Jel HRch, WHR] Wioua! gxdidRul &
fou TRmafafd vem axe SR fbaee Hul-rl &1 fSfvea gg afde <3 &1 orufd R
Tieed faar g1

The RBI and the central bank of Brazil did not respond to emails seeking comment.
R3S 3R ol & Hed S = fewuft o ardt S0 &1 saTd g1 feaT|

The People’s Bank of China said it had no information; the South African and Russian
central banks declined to comment.

99 & fiqed 9% 7 Fg1 o5 I TN B THSRT 6T 3; a0 3nptedt ik &9 & Hiig
&1 7 fewht A @ 37HR R fean

For the BRICS digital currency linkages to be successful, elements like interoperable
technology, governance rules and ways to settle imbalanced trade volumes would be
among the discussion topics, one of the sources said.

for fSforea a1 Tuw! & qwhear & o gexseiiniad de-ie, A fFram ok srigfe
HATUR AT & MUCH & ki oY dd i & [aug g1, THI T I = Fgl|

The source cautioned that hesitation among members to adopt technological platforms
from other countries could delay work on the proposal and concrete progress would require
consensus on tech and regulation.

A A el & o 3T SR & APt WewhTH UM § ewl &1 fgafordige URdld IR &
ﬁéﬂwaﬂ%@vaﬁwﬁ%ﬁmaﬁsﬁimwmweﬁ|

One idea that is being explored to manage potential trade imbalances is the use of bilateral
foreign exchange swap arrangements between central banks, both sources said.

T SATIR SREE o1 Tafeid 33 3 o1 o Ueb R R faaR R o ¥e1 2, 98 et
St & o fguefa fAe=h qer @y sawrsi &1 3uan 8, <1 i 3 Fell

Previous attempts by Russia and Indian governments to conduct more trade in their local
currencies hit roadblocks.

9 3R YR TRBRI GRT 30T TG Gera & e AR S & Uset v o arersft
DI YTHAT HATUST|

Russia accumulated large balances of the Indian rupee for which it found limited use,
prompting India’s central bank to permit the investment of such balances in local bonds.

T 7 HRAHT U8 &1 g7 HSR SfHT = ford, forgest 38 Hiftrd IuanT fier, S yRa &
FEHT S B! U Y B! RITG divs A Faw o1 srgafa < uh
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o Weekly or monthly settlements for transactions are being proposed to be made via the
swaps, the second source said.

AT & R AT a1 Al fAuer &1 WU & A1ead & 3 1 URdTa @1 ol 36T 7, TR

BEEK]

IMF uBgrades India’s growth projection to 7.3%

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) has re-
vised upwards its estimate
of India’s Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) growth in
the current financial year
2025-26 to 7.3% from its
earlier prediction of 6.6%.

Slower figure

This upward revision, the
IMF said in its January
2026 World Economic Out-
look update released on
Monday, was primarily a
reflection of stronger-than-
expected growth in the
third quarter, and “strong
momentum” in the fourth
quarter of the financial

Growth forecast

IMF says the revision reflected stronger-than-expected growth
in the third quarter and strong momentum in the fourth quarter

= The Centre has
predicted 7.4% GDP
growth for 2025-26

u [MF projects growth to
moderate to 6.4% in 2026
and 2027 as cyclical and
temporary factors wane

= Inflation expected to go
back to near-target levels
of 4% set by RBI, says IMF

year. “In India, growth is
revised upward by 0.7 per-
centage point to 7.3% for
2025 [FY 2025-26], reflect-
ing the better-than-expect-
ed outturn in the third
quarter of the year and

® Global scanamie gerwch projecred
to ramain resilient’ at 3.2% in
calendar year 2026 and of 3.2%

in 227

& D?IP

strong momentum in the
fourth quarter,” the report
said. “Growth is projected
to moderate to 6.4% in
2026 and 2027 as cyclical

and temporary factors
wane,” it added.

IMF upgrades India’s growth projection to 7.3%
STFTATE 3 HRd ! fAPRT G HT A TSTHR 7.3% fHar

e The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has revised upwards its estimate of India’s Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) growth in the current financial year 2025-26 to 7.3% from its
earller predlctlon of 6.6%.

DY (ATSTHTD) = 91 fa a9 202526 § URT & Thd T SWIG (SIS U

@13t

o Slower figure

FUGfE R

The IMF’s prediction of
7.3% growth for 2025-26 is
just marginally slower than
the 7.4% the Union govern-
ment predicted for the
same period.

For the global economy,
the report projects growth
to remain “resilient” at
3.3% in calendar year 2026
and at 3.2% in 2027, largely
the same as the 3.3% esti-
mated for 2025.

These forecasts entail a
small upward revision for
2026 and no change for
2027 as compared with the
predictions made in the
October 2025 World Eco-
nomic Outlook. “This stea-
dy performance on the sur-
face results from the
balancing of divergent forc-

WW@W%GG%@W? 3% PR AT B

es,” the report said.

“Headwinds from shift-
ing trade policies are offset
by tailwinds from surging
investment related to tech-
nology, including artificial
intelligence (Al), more so
in North America and Asia
than in other regions, as
well as fiscal and monetary
support, broadly accom-
modative financial condi-
tions, and adaptability of
the private sector.”

On the inflation front,
the report predicted that
inflation in India is expect-
ed to go back to near-target
levels after a decline in
2025 driven by subdued
food prices. The Reserve
Bank of India’s target for
inflation is 4%.

e This upward revision, the IMF said in its January 2026 World Economic Outlook update
released on Monday, was primarily a reflection of stronger-than-expected growth in the
third quarter, and “strong momentum” in the fourth quarter of the financial year.

3 AR &1 o) S 2026 fay snfife uivewa sruse d og1 o a8 seiast g
gqggﬁ%ﬁmﬁmﬁqu@sﬁ?ﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁ‘wwﬁ"
|

o O A wer T, U IR R I8 fRR ek faftm faudta mifeal & dqas &1 ko g1

o “Headwinds from shifting trade policies are offset by tailwinds from surging investment
related to technology, including artificial intelligence (Al), more so in North America and
Asia than in other regions, as well as fiscal and monetary support, broadly accommodative
financial conditions, and adaptability of the private sector.”

‘IR

iferat & ggara ¥ o areht ufeRieh garsi @ WRuE Wt 9 92 ded fAawT,

51 P g (@sns) Tfia 8, iRy T u & St srifvet oiik eRmar o, Ty &

IS 3R Afge

3HAT & I Bt 81

I, U ¥U ¥ eepd faxig uffRufeat, siz Al & &
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What is T.N.s new hybrid pension model?

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

The Tamil Nadu government has unveiled the Tamil Nadu Assured Pension Scheme (TAPS) for government employees, combining features of the

0ld and Unified Pension Schemes, amid

ECONOMIC NOTES

T. Ramakrishnan

nonagenarian professor of

physics, who retired at the age

of 58 from a leading aided

college in Chennai in 1985 with
amonthly pension of around ¥800, now
draws a pension of 1.3 lakh. Similarly, an
official in the Public Works Department,
on reaching the age of superannuation in
1998, received a pension of 6,000.
Today, he is getting 735,000.

All these retirees and those who joined
the State government service or
government-aided educational
institutions before April 1, 2003 are
covered under the Old Pension Scheme
(OPS). The OPS is non-contributory and
fully funded by the State government.
Upward pension revision, or pension
reset, is allowed with the implementation
of every Pay Commission’s
recommendations, once in every 10 years.
In addition, Dearness Allowance (DA) is
given at par with the serving employees.
Approximately two lakh employees are
covered under the OPS.

But, post-2003 recruits come under the

ving demands from staff for better pension security

The TAPS impact

Total  |Expenditure

expenditure | on pension
on pension asa

and other | percentage

retirement of total
benefits revenue
(¢incrore) | receipts (%)

The Tamil Nadu government’s expenditure on pension and retirement benefits for 25 years

The table below shows the
additional quantum of pension
received by the Tamil Nadu
government’s pensioners /
family pensioners aged

80 years and above

approached the matter in a different way.

South’s response

In June 2023, the Yuvajana Sramika Rythu
Congress Party government in Andhra
Pradesh, headed by Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy, unveiled a pension scheme called
the Andhra Pradesh Gi d Pension

THE GIST

v

The Old Pension Scheme is
non-contributory and fully
funded by the State

Scheme (APGPS). Some of the features of
the APGPS include that pensioners would
get 50% of the basic salary of the last
drawn salary as pension, while their
contribution would be the same at 10% of
their basic salary. DA, as announced by
the Union government once in six
months, would be extended to them too.
In August 2024, the Centre came out with
its own variant — the Unified Pension
Scheme (UPS). As part of this scheme
effective April 1, 2025, an assured payout
is allowed at the rate of 50% of the
average basic pay drawn over the last 12
months of service with a minimum
qualifying service of 25 years.

As the DMK regime came under
political pressure on the pension issue at
the beginning of 2025, with about one
year to go for the Assembly election, it
announced the formation of a committee,
headed by Additional Chief Secretary
(Rural Development & Panchayat Raj)

Contributory Pension Scheme (CPS), 20012002 | 3.050.48 16.07% Additional Gagandeep Singh Bedi, which submitted
which is similar to the National Pension 00203 as. < quantumof  Asen [Asen its final report in December 2025. And on
" X ,488.20 16.86% Age group 5 . June3o, | March N .

System (NPS). In this scheme, each 2003.04 3.279.96 13.84% pension/family 5, ™ 33,2025 January 3, Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
employee is required to contribute 10% of 200405 392105 13.78% pension announced that his government would
basic pay plus DA with a matching 300506 248883 13.22% 20% of revised implement the Tamil Nadu Assured
contribution from the State government. 200607 546168 13.35% 80-84years | basic pension/ 27,707 | 70,350 Pension Scheme (TAPS), a hybrid model
At the time of retirement, employees are 200708 6,035.9 12.71% family pension of the OPS, the APGPS and the UPS. Apart
paid a one-time settlement and do not 200809 777621 14.13% p— " from incurring a one time expenditure of
receive any inflation-indexed increase or 2009-10 8,439.04 15.11% e basicup;::: 7 | sm 213,000 crore, the State government’s
pension reset. To put it sj.mply{ they do 2010-11 11,855.27 16.89% family pension annual Fonmbuuons will be
not automatically get any pension on 2011-12 12,687.97 14.89% appr 11,000 crore.
retirement, unless they invest their 201213 13,248.08 13.41% 40% of revised
savings in annuity or retirement schemes 2013-14 14.934.37 13.82% 90-94years | basic pension/ 2,730 8,828 Features of TAPS
of insurance firms. 201415 17,528.06 14.32% family pension The scheme came into effect from

As the Tamil Nadu government did not 201516 18,490.89 14.33% 50% of revised January 1, 2026. In addition to the
join the NPS and had not desij da 2016-17 20,176.74 14.39% 9599 years | basic pension/ 522 1,432 monthly individual contribution of 10%
fund manager in accordance with the 2017-18 22,432.23 15.34% family pension along with at least a matching
Pension Fund Regulatory and 2018-19 29,710.58 17.1% - contribution from the government, there
Development Authority Act, the returns 201920 30,219.77 17.32% 100 years or lb:(::f :ef Ef:/d n 195 is no pension reset in the new scheme.
received by the government staff have 202021 27,115.07 15.58% more family pension And unlike in the case of UPS where 50%
been about two percentage points lower 202122 26,260.37 12.66% of the average of the last 12 months’ basic
than those covered under the NPS, says a 202223 32,177.50 13.20% TOTAL 41,489 | 1,13,380 pay is taken to fix the pension, TAPS
government official. Applicable to Union 2023-24 37,696.81 14.25% Source: Budget documents of the Finance Department, enables pension determination based on
government employees who joined 2024-25 42,509.25 14.22% Tamit Nadu government 50% of the pay drawn in the last month of

service on or after January 1, 2004, the
NPS is a defined contribution-based
scheme with market linked returns for
post-retirement benefits. During normal
exit, subscribers can put a minimum of
40% of their accumulations in annuity.

DMK’s promise
In the run-up to the 2021 Assembly
election, the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK), which was then in the Opposition,
had committed to the restoration of OPS.
But, as early as 25 years ago, the
authorities had realised that the pension
liability was becoming too heavy to bear,
the primary reason being the pension
reset. Also, driven by better health
parameters, life expectancy was on the
rise. In his Budget speech in 2001, the
then Finance Minister and AIADMK
leader C. Ponnaiyan said that “the
pension liabilities of the government have
been showing an average annual increase
of 30 per cent, which is unsustainable.”
Karnataka’s former Chief Secretary B. K.
Bhattacharya and his team, in their
famous report of October 2003 to the RBI
found that pension payment as a
percentage of total revenue receipts in
‘Tamil Nadu rose from 3.8% during
1980-90 to 6.6% during 1990-95 and
10.8% during 1995-2000. It hovered
around 16% in 2001 and 2002. Moreover,
according to the White Paper on the State
government’s finances, as produced by
the present DMK regime in August 2021,

the year-on-year growth rate of pensions
and other retirement benefits in 15 years
(2006-07 to 2020-21) was in two digits in
eight years and in single digit in six years,
apart from being in the negative during
2020-21, which was not only the
pandemic year but also the period where
government increased the retirement age.
Apart from it being nearly impossible
to return to the OPS, the State
government is also grappling with the
problem of deploying accumulations of its
staff, who joined after 2003, in better
investments. As on March 31, 2025,
accumulations stood at about ¥84,507
crore. The office of Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG), which had rapped
Tamil Nadu several times for not joining
the NPS, stated, in its report tabled in the
Assembly three months ago on the State’s
finances for 2023-24, that the State
government had, for long, invested in
Treasury Bills and Life Insurance
Corporation (LICY’s schemes such as the
New Group Superannuation Scheme with
Cash Accumulation Plan, both of which
yielded lower interest than the General
Provident Fund (GPF) rate. At present,
the investments are in LIC schemes,
carrying 7.1% aligned with the GPF’s rate.

0Ps’s comeback
Meanwhile, the staff of the Union
government and several State

governments have started demanding the
OPS’s restoration. Rajasthan became the
first in February 2022 to announce its
return to the OPS. A month later,
Chhattisgarh followed suit. One should
not gloss over the fact that both States,
ruled by the Congress then, went to
Assembly polls in late 2023.

During such developments, the RBI, in
its bulletin of June 2022, observed that “as
the current State government retirees are
primarily the beneficiaries of the old
pension scheme, the immediate financial
strain will not be felt if the States choose
to revert to the old pension scheme.
However, when State government
employees who joined after 2004-05
under the NPS begin to retire from 2034
onwards, the cost of such a move will
become apparent. In other words, the
adoption of the old pension scheme is
likely to benefit the current generation at
the expense of future generations.”

Despite the RBI's caution, Jharkhand,
in September 2022, opted for the OPS.
Two months later, Punjab and in 2023,
Himachal Pradesh also joined the OPS.
Former governor of the RBI D. Subbarao
called the OPS restoration “a regressive
move” and felt that this would give more
privilege to government servants at the
cost of the larger public, majority of
whom had no social safety net.

However, southern States seem to have

service. In the UPS, a minimum assured
payout is made if superannuation is after
10 years or more of qualifying service
whereas it will be given regardless of the
length of service under TAPS. Pensioners
and family pensioners under the new
scheme will get a DA increase on par with
the employees. When a pensioner dies,
the monthly family pension will be equal
to 60% of the pension last drawn by the
pensioner and given to the deceased’s
family.

Apart from the provision of a
death-cum-retirement gratuity (DCRG) of
not more than 325 lakh, a special
compassionate pension will be paid to
CPS beneficiaries who retired before the
TAPS implementation. The government is
confident that the pension burden as a
percentage of the State’s own tax revenue
will be “much lower than” 21%-22 % in the
long run, even though, for the next seven
years or so, it will place the State
government’s finances under stress in
view of the annual contribution to TAPS
beneficiaries and the provision for new
retirees under the OPS.

However, sections of government
employees are not happy with TAPS.

It remains to be seen whether TAPS
will meet the fate of the UPS, which could
get support from about 1.22 lakh
employees of the Central government out
of the estimated eligible 23 lakhs. As of
now, around six lakh staff of the Tamil
Nadu government are covered under CPS.

Upward pension
revision, or pension reset, is
allowed with the
implementation of every Pay
Commission’s
recommendations, once in
every 10 years. All those who
joined the State government
service or government-aided
educational institutions before
April 1, 2003 are covered under
the OPS.

A 4

The Union government and
several State governments
have started receiving
vociferous demands from their
staff to bring back the OPS.
Rajasthan became the first in
February 2022 to announce its
return to the OPS.

-

On January 3, Mr. Stalin
announced that his
government would implement
the Tamil Nadu Assured
Pension Scheme (TAPS)
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What is T.N.’s new hybrid pension model?

&.uq. &1 747 grEfae UwH Aisd w1 82

A nonagenarian professor of physics, who retired at the age of 58 from a leading aided
college in Chennai in 1985 with a monthly pension of around ¥800, now draws a pension of
%1.3 lakh.
WNfaet & e T a9 4RI g F NHWR, S 1985 F AAS & U YW S Prad
%5%83'&3% 3T T TIHT 2800 AP UM TR g gU ¥, 31d 1.3 AR B} U U IR

I
Similarly, an official in the Public Works Department, on reaching the age of
superannuation in 1998, received a pension of ¥6,000.
U TR, die fRmfor faum & U iR rY &1 1998 T Tarfghi R 26,000 U= el ot
Today, he is getting ¥35,000.
3T 3¢ €35,000 O R B
All these retirees and those who joined the State government service or government-aided
educational institutions before April 1, 2003 are covered under the Old Pension Scheme
(OPS).
3 Tl JaTfige HHaRY AR 3 AR 1 3 2003 Y U5 ST TRPR AT T TRPR GRT
TETgar T Q&1 WA T Tt SiisH Bt 2, qRIT U= FiSH1 (OPS) & 3faid 3id g |
The OPS is non-contributory and fully funded by the State government.
OPS U& TR-3RIER TSI § 3R 33 T8 aRE Iod IRPR gRT faxaifa foar Sram g1
Upward pension revision, or pension reset, is allowed with the implementation of every
Pay Commission’s recommendations, once in every 10 years.

810 99 ¥ AN EIA aTell UAH da-T START $I R & 9ry U= o g a1 uze S ot
AT B B

In addition, Dearness Allowance (DA) is given at par with the serving employees.

% fIRGd, HETTE e (DA) BT HHARE! & SRS a1 1T 21

Approximately two lakh employees are covered under the OPS.

TTHT &1 ARG HHARY OPS & 3fcid 3 T

But, post-2003 recruits come under the Contributory Pension Scheme (CPS), which is
similar to the National Pension System (NPS).

Afe 2003 & a1 Ul gU FHARY SiRTerAt A AT (CPS) & Sifa od §, S wdkr g
JUTTeR (NPS) & THH B

In this scheme, each employee is required to contribute 10% of basic pay plus DA with a
matching contribution from the State government.

= Qo1 §, U SHARY ) Jed 3 + DA BT 10% TG 1 Biell & 3R I=1 81 7
TIBR BT YA TN &l |

At the time of retirement, employees are paid a one-time settlement and do not receive any
inflation-indexed increase or pension reset.
P T HHATRT! B THYRA YT a1 ST § 3R I8 HErBId-ga gieg a1
ERACKEI

To put it simply, they do not automatically get any pension on retirement, unless they invest
their savings in annuity or retirement schemes of insurance firms.

WA sal H, YR IR I Ed: U g Hcdl, Sd dob 4 301 gad bl Tggel a1 SrA
Ul Bt AarAgT arernei § a1 7 B

As the Tamil Nadu government did not join the NPS and had not designated a fund
manager in accordance with the Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority
Act, the returns received by the government staff have been about two percentage points
lower than those covered under the NPS, says a government official.

Ffds afemTg IRPR 7 NPS Y T ST 3R U T FvaTH 31 e Wit
SfUfm & AR e AAeR Agad 61 faran, 3ufre WeRt HHial &I fiem arar Red
NPS & 3fdifd 3 aral &t g1 § v &t Ufa=Ie 3i oW 6T 8, UUT U WRpTel STt
B HE 5|

Applicable to Union government employees who joined service on or after January 1,
2004, the NPS is a defined contribution-based scheme with market linked returns for
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post-retirement benefits.

1 S1aT 2004 T IS 916 T F MU §T IS IRPR & HHATRAI W ARLNPS, TRutita
gmamanwhauﬁw% o Jarfgia & 91 & TTH IR A 93 TR 3Ra 2
|

During normal exit, subscribers can put a minimum of 40% of their accumulations in

annuity.

gmmﬁmvﬁf@rﬁrﬁ, & (U Gdl STHT MR BT FATH 40% T3 H (A= o T
|

DMK’s promise
DMK T dTgl

In the run-up to the 2021 Assembly election, the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK),
which was then in the Opposition, had committed to the restoration of OPS.

2021 & fAUT=YT g9 ¥ Ugd, 99 fauer # 38 sfas gAF HS7W (DMK) 5 OPS &t S8l &1
arer foar |

But, as early as 25 years ago, the authorities had realised that the pension liability was
becoming too heavy to bear, the primary reason being the pension reset.

A, 25 adf U & SrfHRA 7 T forar ur i UM HERY Srafdes i gt ST ET &,
oI T SR U= d9e ol
Also, driven by better health parameters, life expectancy was on the rise.

1Y B, IR WA HFD! & HRUT siia= year=n § 3fS 81 et A

The office of the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG), which had rapped Tamil Nadu
several times for not joining the NPS, stated in its report tabled in the Assembly three months
ago on the State’s finances for 2023-24 that the State government had, for long, invested in
Treasury Bllls and LIC schemes.

e U HeTaEt Tie® (CAG) & Hrfad A, S NPS T =fid 7 81 R
AFIEHTg D! F5 R BedR s AT, 2023-24 & fo7E I8 &1 facid [RUfq R i adie uga
gam%rgﬁﬁﬂéﬁwﬁamwaéwﬁmﬁﬁaﬁ?ucmﬁﬁ

|

These included the New Group Superannuation Scheme with Cash Accumulation Plan,
both of which yielded lower interest than the GPF rate.

S0 HRN IROYARA W F 1Y Y YU JURTYURH o149 T R, 9 GPF v 3 &1
TS e |
At present, the investments are in LIC schemes, carrying 7.1%, aligned with the GPF’s rate.

gaaE 8, F91 Lic diemel & 8, S IR 7.1% 19 §, S GPF &R & iU g

OPS’s comeback
OPS &1 ATyt

Meanwhile, the staff of the Union government and several State governments have started
demanding the restoration of OPS.

2 19, Hg PR 3R H3 I IWPRI & HHANRG! 1 OPS B TgTelt & 7R = o ¢ 8
Rajasthan became the first in February 2022 to announce its return to the OPS.

SIRIT HRERT 2022 T OPS TR Tie &1 U0 3 ara g 1o &1

A month later, Chhattisgarh followed suit.

T HEH dle, BdTe 3 f 98t Ber Jom|

One should not gloss over the fact that both States, ruled by the Congress then, went to
Assembly polls in late 2023.

I I DI AORS{GIS 81 [l ST AT f I T HIUT R A GIHT 57 2023 & 3l T
faur=rauT g=mat 9 U

During such developments, the RBI, in its bulletin of June 2022, observed that “as the current
State government retirees are primarily the beneficiaries of the old pension scheme, the
immediate financial strain will not be felt.”

S YT H! & SR, RBI A S 2022 & 301 gaife # el {5 e add o0 WHR &
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However, when State government employees who joined after 2004—05 under the NPS begin
to retire from 2034 onwards, the cost of such a move will become apparent.

BIdid, STd 2004—05 & S1G NPS & dgd MU gU A9 IWHR & HHAR] 2034 & 1 9
JAGd BHT (& DY, T9 39 HeH S aFTd W gl

In other words, the adoption of the OPS is likely to benefit the current generation at the
expense of future generations.

T Wsc! H, OPS B UM I THT Wt ! a4 g, dfce1 ufasg &t fifea &t i W
In August 2024, the Centre came out with its own variant — the Unified Pension Scheme
(UPS).

ST 2024 H, $g TP 30T WY B Ao AR TS — FABISS U WHHH (UPS) |

As part of this scheme effective April 1, 2025, an assured payout is allowed at the rate of
50% of the average basic pay drawn over the last 12 months of service with a minimum
qualifying service of 25 years.

S IS & dad 1 30 2025 J YU FU ¥, 25 T S AT U JaT & a1, e 12 7git
¥ 3G T A BT 50% YRR YA & &0 J far )

GS Paper lll: S&T,
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Scientists chase the tough task of building a graviton detector

T M REFR TR S T s FTHST H B &

New state of matter is a solid-liquid hybrid
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Scientists chase the tough task
of bulldlng a grav1t0n detector

ful because gravi

Vasudevan Mukunth

CHENNAI
he Stevens Institute of

rechnology in the U.S. recently

said some of its scientists plus a

group at Yale University will be

uilding “the world's first experiment
expllrnly designed to detect individual
gravitons”. The announcement has
already drawn sceptical attention from
the physics community - but also $1.3
million from the W.M. Keck Foundation.

‘The plan is to use an ultra-sensitive
antenna of sorts to listen for the impact of
me p.u-u le> of gravity. The device of
ical resonator made of
<uperﬂmd hchum The researchers chose
this material because they can control it
precisely at a macroscopic scale. To
detect something as faint as a graviton,
the detector must be completely free of
noise, so the team plans to cool the
cylinder down to its quantum ground
state, where it will have no thermal
vibrations. It will effectively be waiting in
near total silence.

When a strong gravitational wave, for
example from a pair of black holes
merging together, passes through the
detector, the theory posits that it could
transfer exactly one quantum of energy,
i.e. a single graviton, into the cylinder.
And when it does, the energy will be
converted into a mechanical vibration
within the cylinder. Lasers monitoring the
cylinder will watch out for this vibration,
revealing when a graviton has been
absorbed.

“This current project is for three years
and we aim to have an operational system
within this timeframe,” Stevens Institute
assistant professor and one of the
co-leaders of the new effort Igor Pikovski
told The Hindu. “It is unlikely it will be
able to detect single gravitons then, but
serve as a blueprint for the next iteration.”

A bridge between camps
The graviton is the hypothetical particle
of gravity. Scientists do not know if it is
real but they have some reasons to believe
it could exist. In modern physics, forces
are transmitted by particles. For instance,
when two magnets repel each other, they
are actually exchanging streams of
(virtual) photons. Physicists believe
gravity could work the same way: if the
sun pulls on the earth, it could be doing
so by exchanging gravitons.

Another way to understand a graviton
s to compare it to light. Light is an
electromagnetic wave but at the smallest
level it's made of particles called photons.
Gravity acts like a wave — they're called
gravitational waves — but at the smallest
level, physicists believe, it could be made
of particles called gravitons.

If gravitons exist, they'd open the door
to a theory of everything. Currently,
physics theories are split into two camps:
general relativity, which explains the
‘macroscopic universe like stars and
gravity using the bending of spacetime;
and quantum mechanics, which explains
small things like atoms using the
properties of particles.

‘The problem is that the maths of these
ww theories refuse to work together. If
sicists find the graviton, it will prove
um ‘gravity is also a quantum force like
the others — a bridge between the camps.

But detecting gravitons, if they exist, is
painful. While physicists have detected
gravitational waves, they've never
detected a graviton. This is like detecting
tsunamis but not being sure if water
molecules are real

Impossible detector

‘The pain comes from the fact that gravity
is such a weak force. Gravity is one of
nature’s four fundamental forces; the
others are electromagnetism and the
strong and weak nuclear forces. And
gravity is 1 billion billion billion billion
times weaker than the electromagnetic
force, the next strongest.

This is why a simple fridge magnet can
overcome the gravitational pull of the
entire earth to pick up a paperclip.
Because the force is so weak, me coupling
constant — a number wit
measure how \lmngy a
particle interacts with matter — is
vanishingly small for gravitons. So while a
photon interacts readily with atoms,
allowing us to ‘see’, a graviton would pass
through matter as if it weren't there.

For a detector to ‘see’ a particle, the
particle must interact with it. The
probability of this happening is defined
by its cross-section. But the crosssection
of a graviton is so small that a graviton
with a typical amount of thermal energy
could pass through a shield of lead
spanning billions of light years without
being absorbed.

In this artist's ill

gamma-ray burst while the

gridi
from the merger. (inset) An aerial view of the LIGO detector site near Livingston, US.

AFPREUTERS

The e\neﬂmenl will use an
ullra-

lgmtlcc of gravity

In a 2006 paper, physicists Tony
Rothman and Stephen Boughn calculated
what it would take to build a detector
capable of registering a single graviton.
Their findings suggested the task may be
physically impossible. They figured
experimenters would need a detector
with the mass of Jupiter (2 billion billion
billion kg), composed of 100% efficient
sensor material, placed in close orbit
around a neutron star, a source of
high-energy gravitons. And even with this
extreme setup, they estimated the
detector would register one graviton
evem every decade.

stinguish that single graviton from
the bddqg;mund noise of neutrinos — the
universe’s second-most abundant
particles and thus vastly more common —
the experimenters also will need to shield
the detector. But the amount of shielding
required would be so massive that the
detector would collapse into a black hole
under its own gravity. It’s a catch-22 in
effect: any detector massive enough to
catch a graviton would be too massive to
exis

Finally, the gravitons scientists have
access to, from gravitational waves, have
absurdly low energy: going by the LIGO
instruments data, each graviton would
have about 10% eV. Even if a single
graviton did deposit its energy wholesale,
the resulting increase is far, far below
ordinary thermal noise and below many
irreducible quantum noise sources in
measurement.
is why gravitational-wa
detectors can measure a classical wave,
which is a coherent superposition
corresponding to an enormous number of
gravitons acting together, rather than
individual gravitons.)

Breaking a wine glass
The Stevens-Yale idea is based on two
studies published in 2022 and 2024,
‘combining a theoretical prediction with
advanced sensors. First, the scientists
propose a gravito-phononic effect, similar
to the photoelectric effect used in solar
panels: that the cylinder cooled to nearly
absolute zero will be able to absorb a
single graviton from a gravitational wave.
This effect is expected to evade the
difficulties posed by the Rothman-Boughn
calculations. Rothman-Boughn assumed
scientists would catch a graviton the way
a wall stops a bullet. But because gravity
is s0 weak, you need an impossibly thick
wall. Instead the Stevens-Yale team is
building a wine glass. An opera singer can
shatter the glass not by hitting it with a
rock but by singing a specific note that

‘matches the glass’s natural vibrati
Similarly, according to the team, if the
helium cylinder is in a quantum state, the
graviton won't have to hit a single atom
but will interact with the entire fluid at
once.

The resulting absorption is expected to
create a single unit of vibration, called a
phonon. The second study, in 2024,
described a quantum sensor capable of
detecting and counting these individual
phonons in a massive object.

“Won't teach us anything’
Technologies on quantum physics
have already come a long way since the
birth of the theory a century ago.

‘The mid-20% century had
semiconductors and transistors and the
subsequent revolution in information and
communication technologies. Today,
scientists around the world are pushing
borders by actively manipulating
individual quantum states, paving the way
for quantum computers, satellite-based
data encryption, and ultra-sensitive
detectors.

But even if the technologies exist, the
physics underlying the new idea has
already met with at least one rebuttal.
Berkeley National Lab theoretical

hysicist Daniel Carney wrote on X that
“this experiment will not teach us
anything whatsoever about gravitons. The
signal can be explained purely through
classical gravity.”

‘The basic issue appeared to be two
claims in the Stevens Institute press
release: (i) that a device could register an
event consistent with the helium having
absorbed one graviton and (ii) that seeing
such events would show that gravity is
quantummy. But in a 2023 paper, before
the new idea came to light, Dr. Carney
and two other physicists had argued that
(i) can be true in principle but that
wouldn’'t mean (i) is also true.

“I've never argued that you can't detect
a graviton, assuming they exist,” Dr.
Carney wrote in a subsequent X post.
“I've only ever been saying that doing so
would not teach us anything since you
have to assume their existence in the first
place to draw that conclusion.”

Ringing the bell
Imagine a bell that can only do two
things: stay silent or sound one ding. It
can't sound half a ding or any other
sounds. Now say the bell sometimes dings
when a gust of wind hits it. Because of the
way the bell is built, each gust either fails
to ding it or dings it once. As a result,
even if there’s a wind blowing
continuously, you get multiple single
dings or no dings, bi never geta
single, continuous 3
The press release is effectively saying
that if a gravitational wave makes the
helium device sound a ding, it would
mean a graviton hit it. But Carney et al.

have contended that a single ding only
would reveal th.n the device is either
single ding or no ding; it won't reveal
whether the lhmg that dinged it came in
discrete units (gravitons) or was a smooth
wave (classical gravity).

“The objection by Carney is a
well-known old observation, dating back
even to the photoelectric effect: it is
possible to describe mere detection by a
semi-classical model, which is what we
also discuss in our paper;” Dr. Pikovski

“Semi-classical” refers to the
gravitational waves being classical and
continuous whereas the detector
detecting them being quantum
mechanical and discrete.

To prove each single ding is really a
graviton rather than a gravitational wave,
the devlce would have to be capable of
more than sounding single dings. For
example it would have to have a pattern
that only a graviton could produce, o at
least a pattern that a smooth wave could
never produce on a single-ding device.

First, detect
But Dr. Pikovski said their main goal is to
detect the particles rather than
unambiguously test “all possible
semi-classical alternatives™. “The latter is
not the goal of a detector but requires
further advancements,” he added. “The
historic comparison is the 1905
photoelectric effect insight on the
existence of the photon ... versus the 1974
first demonstration of anti-bunching,
which ruled out semi-classical
alternatives. That would be a more firm
test of the quantum nature, but not
detection.”

So then how will the scientists know if
(hey 've detected a gra\ jiton if it's also
that slglu] perfectly

nergy umurwuun Dr.
Pikovski explained. “If the detector
“clicks’ it absorbed something from the
gravitational wave. By energy
conservation, this is the definition of a
graviton. But one can now also study
experimentally some of its properties”.
“But to reiterate again, it cannot
exclude all possible semi-classical
explanations. In particular, one that
doesn’t conserve energy would be
indistinguishable in this experiment,” Dr.

Pikovski continued. “Just like for photons,

one then has more experiments to design
and do in the (far) future to really rule
everything else out. So it is never ‘bullet
proof’, just a degree of empirical
evidence that steadily grows. Which is
always true in all of physics.

“Overall I think it’s quite possible to
have a successful graviton detection

within a decade,” he added. “But of

course you never know, and there might
be surpri

mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in

Scientists chase the
tough task of building a
raviton detector
Afdeiq fEdaer
1 & Hfed B1d B1
oI AR T

e  Gravitons are the
hypothetical particles of

ravity.
%ﬁ?ﬁ TF@THYUT & BIed-H
HUIE
e To detect if they exist is a
painful task because gravity is
a very weak force; a simple
fridge magnet can overcome the
gravitational pull of the entire
earth to pick up a paperclip.
g Udl @I {36 3 Hielg § a1 18
T B o § Fifs

TFEATHY U 9gd HHGIR g
©: Ueb R ot Agte qf qudt

& TEATHYT fGa1d $HI IR

e [f gravitons exist, they
could open the door to a theory

of everything.
ot et e 2, 13 il
gnw TR &1 gR @i Febd

I
e The plan is to use an ultra-
sensitive antenna of sorts to
listen for the impact of the
particles of gravity.

IS I8 § fob »
PHUN & YU DI G- & [T TH
JUHRUT DT JuAIT foar wY |
e  The device of choice is a
cylindrical resonator made of
superfluid helium.

T SURRUT JURU[S

ﬁmgwwﬁrﬁrﬁw

e  The researchers chose this
material because they can
control it precisely at a
macroscopic scale.

Mecpdial 7 39 uerf B Ui g1 Fifd 38 ABRBIUP TR W TP Fu A FFrifda fean
S qHT g |
e To detect something as faint as a graviton, the detector must be completely free of noise, so
the team plans to cool the cylinder down to its quantum ground state, where it will have no
thermal vibrations.

el S 3 FHSR HUT BT Udl T & e feeaer & gt ave MR-gad g1 1Y,

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

[ |
Contact Number :
Website : patrioticias.

info@patrioticias.in

9971932488

Page29



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

Zferg I RIS B 3P PicH UGS We % 381 B B UISH a1 381 8, el 1S yHe
qIga= ol gl

It will effectively be waiting in near total silence.

g IUSUN YUTE =T & TIHT Quf T & Ticitef |

When a strong gravitational wave, for example from a pair of black holes merging
together, passes through the detector, the theory posits that it could transfer exactly one
quantum of energy, i.e. a sm%§ graviton, into the cylinder.

9 HIs Hogd dfae=Ha & 3 o i & faea 3 ST, R29R 4 oRd 2, A
@%ﬁgmﬁaﬁ'wﬁmmwm 31id T et e, Rifdier o wAiaRd &)
|

And when it does, the energy will be converted into a mechanical vibration within the

inder.
b o v . 9 ot Rt 3 4 i et A ok 2 o

Lasers monitoring the cylinder will watch out for this vibration, revealing when a graviton has
been absorbed.

fftiey &t TR B33 a1 AR 9 U B ugam, R ag ar genm fo dfaeta
ST g el

“It is unlikely it will be able to detect single gravitons then, but serve as a blueprint for the
next iteration.”

“@iﬂgﬁgﬂgmﬁﬁ?ﬁqumm, Aifd I8 3ATA TXHUT & e v sqfiic &
=y I”

A bridge between camps

Rrgidl & 99 T Ag

The graviton is the hypothetical particle of gravity.
T 1 U PIedT~1h BT ¢ |
Scientists do not know if it is real but they have some reasons to believe it could exist.
A 6 S for I8 arafas § a1 781, dfe sao Sifra # Ay #31 & 39 SR |
In modern physics, forces are transmitted by particles.
mﬁﬁﬁﬂ il BT GUR HUN gRI Il B |

For instance, when two magnets repel each other, they are actually exchanging streams of
(virtual) photons.

IR & for, 519 &) gae Udh-g¥R & Ufasiid #vd §, df 3 arda H (adere) wier-l &t
YRTSHT BT STH-Ua HR E B 6|
Physicists believe gravity could work the same way, if the sun pulls on the earth, it could be
doing so by exchangmg gravitons.
i 3t TRE 1 IR AHhaT 7, SKITd G gd Tt H1 srepffa
1 3, dl 8 e & SMTaH-Ue & HieH I U1 B Ibdl g |
Another way to understand a graviton is to compare it to light.
DI I BT TH 3R dRIDT SHD! UBTRI & a1 HA1 5 |
Light is an electromagnetic wave but at the smallest level it's made of particles called
photons.
U1 U faqgagas’d a¥v1 g, dfds Tad B¢ TR W I8 WISl AHd HUll I s gl g |
Gravity acts like a wave, called gravitational waves, but at the smallest level it could be
made of particles called grawtons
1t U a1 &1 IR B Il 8, o1 WA= ao g1 oIl 8, Ao vad Bic
TR R I8 et WS HUll 9 91 51 9l |
If gravitons exist, they’d open the door to a theory of everythlng

Mt it T UL oM & o 3 N 3iFe aSiRiT &1 7rf Wi Td £

Currently, physics theories are split into two camps, general relativity and quantum
mechanics. ]

g & et & Rigid gt @l 8§ 9t §, o9k Rafefadt ok siew dsfa

General relativity explains the macroscopic universe using the bending of spacetime,
while quantum mechanics explains atoms using particle properties.
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» Physicists have detected gravitational waves but never a graviton.
IS BT Ual T ford &, difo it Adet &1 787
e This is like detecting tsunamis but not being sure if water molecules are real.
%ﬁm%é@mwwa‘rwm, A g Ay 781 fob Tt & 3rv] arag A HE § A
I

Impossible detector
YT

e The pain comes from the fact that gravity is such a weak force.
g HioTE 39 9 T 31Tt ¢ [ TEATH YT U 3 AR 9 ¢

o Gravity is one of nature’s four fundamental forces; the others are electromagnetism, and
the strong and weak nuclear forces.

TP F IR EUd T6 J I TF §; 1 ¢ Riggagasd, a1 Aved 3R HAwR

ST 9|

e And gravity is 1 billion billion billion billion times weaker than the electromagnetic force,
the next strongest.

faqgagaata 3@ J, St 3ATeT Yo WfFIRMeh 9 €, 1 3RT 3R 3RT 3RT

T FHAER B

e This is why a simple fridge magnet can overcome the gravitational pull of the entire earth
to pick up a paperclip.
T8 BRI § fob U TR0 bt Hite O3 qedt & qoareyor Srayur o) UR R U
YRfFIY 331 THa 5 |

e They figured experimenters would need a detector with the mass of Jupiter (2 billion billion

billion kg), composed of 100% efficient sensor material, placed in close orbit around a
neutron star, a source of high-energy gravitons.

B@ﬁ@@ﬂﬂm%uﬁnﬁeﬁﬁqﬁwﬁ%mﬁ(z 3R 3RT 3R frarm) ara,
100% & VTR AR T &1, 3R eI aR & e Fam o v feae gy gnm, st
IHA-Soll Afqe= HTIT I

o And even with this extreme setup, they estimated the detector would register one graviton
event every decade.
3R T AP AT & Faslg, SHDT ST UT P fEeaer T o9 Ord & baa ¢e Afder
T ool BT

e To distinguish that single graviton from the background noise of neutrinos — the universe’s
second-most abundant particles and thus vastly more common — the experimenters also
will need to shield the detector.

wwﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁaﬁw@aﬂvﬁmmﬁ%%@—ﬁ%%ﬁqﬁm
T ST 9T BT § 3R SN 9gd UM § — TANTGaist & fecaex &I Hies A1 g

o But the amount of shielding required would be so massive that the detector would collapse
into a black hole under its own gravity.

AT ST NET B AT ST fa=ma g s fecaex Siuet 81 Teearyur 2ifed & dgd
A gid H &g S|

e |t’'s a catch-22 in effect: any detector massive enough to catch a graviton would be too
massive to exist.

I8 IRad H Uep dd-22 fRUfa g 31 i f5eaer S 3fgelq ussa are yalw fawne ghm, a8
3ifre & ¥g1 & ferg & wga fa=ma gvml
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New state of
matterisa
solid-liquid
hybrid

Vasudevan Mukunth
CHENNAI

new state of matter appears to be
A a solid-liquid hybrid, scientists

from Ulm University in Germany
and the University of Nottingham in the
U.K. have reported in the journal ACS
Nano.

The newfound material is not a slush
or a gel in the macroscopic sense but
refers to a specific atomic structure where
different parts of a single nanoparticle
exist in different states at the same time.

As a result, the nanoparticle displays
the properties of solids and liquids both,
but also unique behaviours that neither a
pure liquid nor a pure solid would display
on its own.

Conventionally, physicists assume the
atoms in a solid are stationary while those
in a liquid are moving fast and in random
ways. The researchers sought to
investigate the boundary between these
phases at the nanoscale, specifically
looking at how the presence of stationary
atoms within a liquid nanoparticle
influences the solidification process.

The most significant novel

property the nanoparticle
exhibited was the ability to

remain liquid at temperatures far
below the normal freezing poin

THTRId HAT B

The team used a technique called
high-resolution transmission electron
(HRTE) microscopy to observe
nanoparticles of platinum, palladium, anc
gold deposited on graphene, and
complemented what they observed with
mathematical calculations.

This way the team found that even
when nanoparticles are in a liquid state,
they contain individual metal atoms that
remain stationary because they are
confined to gaps in the graphene’s
network of carbon atoms. When a large
number of stationary atoms aligned along
the perimeter of a nanodroplet, they
would effectively corral the liquid core.

Under the HRTE microscope, the
stationary atoms appeared as distinct and
clearly demarcating features while the
liquid core appeared transparent or
blurry, since the atoms here were moving
faster than the image capture time.

As a result, the nanodroplet could
remain liquid at temperatures of
200-300° C, significantly lower than
unconfined particles that crystallised only
at around 500° C. The physical
constraints also caused the supercooled
liquid to not form a standard crystal
lattice when it cooled. Instead it formed a
disordered solid.

The findings suggest that the boundary
between solid and liquid phases at the
nanoscale is not as distinct as scientists
have thought it to be.

The most significant novel property the
nanoparticle exhibited was the ability to
remain liquid at temperatures far below
the normal freezing point. And when it
did freeze, it formed a disordered solid
that was chemically identical to the metal
but structurally distinct from its natural
crystal form.

This is relevant for scientists designing
heterogeneous catalysts such as platinum
on carbon. In fact, platinum on carbon is
the primary catalyst in proton exchange
membrane fuel cells and direct methanol
fuel cells, which are used to power
hydrogen electric vehicles and stationary
power generators. In all these
applications, platinum particles normally
clump together or get poisoned and lose
their effectiveness.

In a future catalyst, the researchers
expect the corralling could pin the
nanoparticles to prevent clumping while
maintaining the active liquid or
amorphous states, allowing catalysts to
continue being effective rather than
become unavailable.

New state of matter is a solid-
liquid hybrid

YT Bt 95 AT TF SH-5a
TP B

e A new state of matter appears to be
a solid-liquid hybrid, scientists from
Ulm University in Germany and the
University of Nottingham in the U.K.
have reported in the journal ACS Nano.
Terf B U@ 5 SaRI SI-5d HHR B
w0 & fears 3ot B, S o s+t & uim
University 3R ‘q\.ai & University of
Nottingham & ! 4 ACS Nano
Ut § SR 3 |

e The newfound material is not a
slush or a gel in the macroscopic sense
but refers to a specific atomic structure
where different parts of a single
nanoparticle exist in different states at
the same time.

g 741 terd VA WR W A= AT o e gl
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e As aresult, the nanoparticle displays
the properties of solids and liquids
both, but also unique behaviours that
neither a pure liquid nor a pure solid

would display on its own.

S 3R &a
B 3 T TaRid Fear 2, T A
fafkre sgasR i i e ST @ Y= &
3R 9 €1 Y 3 3rbat UelRfd #a g1
o  Conventionally, physicists assume
the atoms in a solid are stationary while
those in a liquid are moving fast and in
random ways.

RRATE Y 3, ﬁ%ﬁanﬁa%ﬁsmﬁmﬁﬁn@ﬁ% Sefe g4
#3A9 ok aifrafid wu A TR B B

e The researchers sought to investigate the boundary between these phases at the
nanoscale, specifically looking at how the presence of stationary atoms within a liquid
nanoparticle influences the solidification process.

MymHdr3ft 3 ATRAR W g7 AT} B HHT 67 3T IR o1 YA [, oy =0 3 g
T F o i ga Anfidea & fiar fRIR wumEd o Sufifa S 573 3t ufear & 7

e The team used a technique called high-resolution transmission electron (HRTE)
microscopy to observe nanoparticles of platinum, palladium, and gold deposited on
graphene and complemented what they observed with mathematical calculations.

(HRTE)

TfRE

dp-ih BT ST ABI TR AT

& A ST egRT ATt
wfew, Wﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁmﬁwﬁé&ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁmaﬁ?mw&m
TUHTS ¥ [P b

e This way the team found that even when nanoparticles are in a liquid state, they contain
individual metal atoms that remain stationary because they are confined to gaps in the
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graphene’s network of carbon atoms.
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54 € i 3 AP F Bre= WHTISH P ead J Aivfg Fad - § $3 81d 2

When a large number of stationary atoms aligned along the perimeter of a nanodroplet,
they would effectively corral the liquid core.

9 get We § fRR AT Agiude #t aikfY & Iy Widd g1 §, @ 3 yudt U @ ga
PR B WA

Under the HRTE microscope, the stationary atoms appeared as distinct and clearly
demarcating features while the liquid core appeared transparent or blurry, since the
atoms here were moving faster than the image capture time.
HRTE ATSHhIPIT & dgd, fRR URAL] W¥ 3R JHie- S ardl faiwarsi & wu o foars
gz;)wi%ﬁaaaﬁ?maﬁm sjeran fazan, Fifer I8l A B3 FeER wHg § A9 e ¥ 9d

I
As a result, the nanodroplet could remain liquid at temperatures of 200-300°C, significantly
lower than unconfined particles that crystallised only at around 500°C.

RUTHRGRY, SHISTaee 200-300°C 3 ITUHM WR 4t &d §1 38 a1, off fob Srufaafera won 3
BB 61 ¢, Gﬁ%aanmsomcmmsﬁ%

And when it did freeze, it formed a disordered solid that was chemically identical to the
metal but structurally distinct from its natural crystal form.

3R 9 g o1, Tl ST U SrouafUd 31T SIS YT & WY IIHM-e 9 & I T,
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High Seas Treaty takes effect after 60 countries ratify
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High Seas Treaty
takes effect after

60 countries ratify
GS l: Environment 4

Associated Press
NEW YORK

The world’s first legally binding agreement to pro-
tect marine life in international waters took effect
on Saturday, marking a historic moment for ocean
conservation after nearly two decades of
negotiations.

The High Seas Treaty will govern nearly half the
planet’s surface — the vast ocean areas beyond
any country’s control. These waters face mount-
ing threats from destructive fishing practices,
shipping, plastic pollution, overfishing and poten-
tial deep-sea mining, all compounded by climate
change. The ocean absorbs carbon dioxide and
produces oxygen, making its health critical for ad-
dressing the climate crisis.

The treaty entered into force 120 days after it
reached the threshold of ratification by 60 coun-
tries in September. As of Friday, 83 countries had
ratified it, including the recent addition of major
maritime powers such as China and Japan.

The treaty creates the first framework for esta-
blishing Marine Protected Areas on the high seas,
which make up about two-thirds of the world’s
ocean. Currently, only around 1% of these interna-
tional waters are protected.

From Saturday, ratifying countries must begin
working together on ocean science and technolo-
gy, as well as help developing nations build capac-
ity to participate in ocean governance. Companies
planning activities that could harm marine life
must conduct environmental impact assessments
that meet the treaty’s standards. Those conduct-
ing research on ocean organisms that could be
used commercially, such as for new medicines,
must notify other countries and share their
findings.

High Seas Treaty takes effect after 60 countries
ratify
60 3N IRT 3THIE & 1¢ TS Ui Wl &M

e The world’s first
legally binding
agreement to protect
marine life in
international waters
took effect on
Saturday, marking a
historic moment for
ocean conservation
after nearly two

decades of negotiations.

SRty S| Mﬁa&ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁgﬁmmw
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¢ The High Seas Treaty will govern nearly half the planet’s
surface — the vast ocean areas beyond any country’s control.

TS Aot |t Qe 3t Fag & A el fv o1 fifaa st
—aﬁwnﬁ’mﬂmﬁ & S fept ot =1 & Freo @ a1 B
o These waters face mounting threats from destructive fishing
practices, shipping, plastic pollution, overfishing and
potential deep-sea mining, all compounded by climate
change.
S 5t 801 ! faTRIP R Aoelt Udbs @I wuteh, Riftr,
WRe® e T TPea 3R YHId TeY IR
T 9 55 TR BT YT BT TS 8T 2, S gt Srerarg
oRadd § ok TR B e B
e The ocean absorbs carbon dioxide and produces oxygen,
making its health crltlcal for addressing the climate crisis.
HERR PTd- STFATFITSS P! ANV HIAT § 3R
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fAgen & fo srcdd Heguf 81 ST §1

e The treaty entered into force 120 days after it reached the

threshold of' ratifigzation by 60 countries in September. ‘
I Y Rydar & 60 =1 gRT 3G &1 AT O 84 & 120 & 16 gy & o5

e As of Friday, 83 countries had ratified it, including the recent addition of major maritime
powers such as China and Japan.

IMHAR O, 83 ORI - TSI SIHIG fovar oT, T d g1 81 § =niie U wg! ifaaal 9

3R ST 4 |

o The treaty creates the first framework for establishing Marine Protected Areas on the high
seas, which make up about two-thirds of the world’s ocean.
Ig Y grs W R Tl TRfdra @l &1 RIoHT & o g i dUR B B, S g &
HENIRRI & T gl-fagTs fewd &1 Fafo od &

e Currently, only around 1% of these international waters are protected.

T, g SIS T QA BT Hadt THTHT 1% & T 31

o From Saturday, ratifying countries must begin working together on ocean science and

technology, as well as help developing nations build capacity to participate in ocean

governance.

fER 9, I HRA ara 32 &) AERINR far iR wenfelt w frdex &m Re w1
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¢ Companies planning activities that could harm marine life must conduct environmental
impact assessments that meet the treaty’s standards.
3 HufTat o T ST &1 JHYH Ugdl 9ol 6, S8 9id & AFD! & U ygiavuig
UHTT SHTH A DT I

e Those conducting research on ocean organisms that could be used commercially, such as
for new medicines, must notify other countries and share their findings.
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Calling out the ED’s actions, the media trials

ast year, in June, when the Madras High
Court stayed all proceedings initiated by
the Directorate of Enforcement (ED)
against film-producer Akash Bhaskaran,
he was left in disbelief but was still a relieved
man. Just weeks earlier, sections of the media had
portrayed him as a key figure in an alleged
“¥1000-crore TASMAC liquor scam”. The ED had
raided his home in May, seized a laptop and
mobile phones, and had also sealed the premises
of his associate, Vikram Ravindran. YouTube
personalities claimed that investigators had
discovered assets such as luxury watches. The
media did not cover itself in glory by airing
visuals of ‘incriminating WhatsApp chat
print-outs’ which had been “found thrown out”
during one of the ED’s searches. Hashtags
trended, memes flourished, and political
pp quoted ding figures in this
alleged scam.
All this collapsed the moment the courts
examined the facts. The Madras High Court held
that the raids on Mr. Bhaskaran and Mr.
Ravindran were effectively illegal, noting that
there was no credible information to link them to
any scheduled offence, or even the alleged Tamil
Nadu State Marketing Corporation Limited
(TASMAC) scam. The High Court stayed all
proceedings against the two men and directed
the ED to return all seized devices and materials
to them. It also held that the agency had no
authority to seal premises or issue coercive
summons in the absence of a predicate offence.
Faced with judicial scrutiny, the ED revoked the
search authorisation and unsealed the premises.
And it tendered an unconditional apology. When
the ED attempted to issue fresh summons, the
Supreme Court of India stepped in and stayed the
broader probe, observing that the ED was
“crossing all limits” and violating federal
principles.

Vay and a vague
This is an episode that matters. This is because it
captures a pattern that has become familiar:
search and arrest first, investigate later, make
selective leaks to friendly media, and then quietly
retreat when courts demand evidence.

The ED has been entrusted to administer the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA),
2002, which is meant to prevent criminals from
enjoying the proceeds of crime. The structure of
the law is clear in principle: there must first be a
scheduled offence that generates proceeds of
crime.

In practice, the ED has inverted this logic. In
many cases, it treats the money-laundering
process as independent of an underlying crime,
and then proceeds to establish a predicate
offence to justify its action.

‘The ED wields sweeping powers. Under
Section 50 of the PMLA, it can summon anyone
and record statements under oath without
clarifying whether the person is a witness or an

I cused. Under Section 17, it can conduct
searches on anyone and seize materials. Under
Section 19, it can arrest a person without warrant
based on its own subjective “reason to believe”. It
can provisionally attach property, freeze bank

]

Saravanan
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several Directorate of
Enforcement-related
cases, and an official
spokesperson for the
Dravida Munnetra
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The Directorate
of
Enforcement’s
status as a
central agency
does not make
it infallible,
with instances
of its overreach,
poor
investigation
and even an
outright abuse
of power

accounts and cripple businesses before any trial
begins. To get bail under the PMLA is notoriously
difficult, reversing the presumption of innocence
— requiring the accused to prove that they have
not committed an offence and for the court to be
satisfied that they are not likely to commit any
offence while on bail.

These powers might be defensible if exercised
sparingly against terror financing, drug trafficking
or large-scale organised crime - as they are
meant to be. Instead, these powers are
increasingly deployed as tools of political
intimidation.

Section 50 summons are used to keep people
waiting for hours, unsure of their status and
creating psychological pressure on them to
comply. There have also been allegations of
physical assault in custody. Despite directions by
the Supreme Court mandating audio-visual
recording of interrogations, the ED has been
accused of only selectively recording
proceedings, undermining transparency and
making judicial review difficult.

Section 17 searches are conducted on the
flimsiest grounds. Courts have repeatedly held
that rumours and vague allegations do not
constitute credible information. Yet, the ED has
used these to justify raids, even on state-run
institutions.

Section 19 arrests are justified on the vague
grounds of “non-cooperation”, which often
means nothing but a refusal to endorse the
agency’s narrative.

Even when cases have collapsed, the ED is
known not to release attached properties. Assets
that were acquired long before the commission of
the alleged offence are held for years.

While the Court’s judgment in Vijay Madanlal
Choudhary vs Union Of India upheld many of
these provisions, the verdict itself is under
review, although no hearings have been held,
leaving citizens exposed to unchecked power.

Corruption and political misuse

An agency entrusted with extraordinary powers
must by itself be beyond reproach. Over the past
few years, there have been cases of many ED
officers having been caught accepting bribes or
extorting money. In November 2023, an ED
officer in Rajasthan was arrested for taking a
bribe to dilute a chit-fund case. The next month,
an officer from the ED’s Madurai sub-zonal office
in Tamil Nadu was caught red-handed demanding
money to drop a closed case. In August 2024, the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBD) arrested an
assistant director with the ED for accepting a
bribe from a Mumbai-based jeweller. In May
2025, a senior ED officer was arrested in Odisha
for demanding crores from a minin
businessman. Every time, the ED has responded
with suspension orders and press statements, yet
none of these incidents have prompted
institutional reform.

Claims of moral authority ring hollow when
officers tasked with enforcing financial probity
themselves indulge in extortion. Benches of the
Supreme Court have openly questioned whether
the agency is using the PMLA to prolong
incarceration rather than secure convictions, and

Calling out the ED’s actions, the media trials

381 Y PRargal 3R Wfear eraed & garn

Last year, in June

foroaad

, S H

warning that the fight against corruption cannot
itself become lawless.

In West Bengal, the ED’s raids on I-PAC and its
legal offensive against the State Chief Minister,
Mamata Banerjee, show the same drift — it raises
concerns about selective investigations being
pushed into public view ahead of State elections
before there is establishment of solid evidence. If
the ED can brand a State Chief Minister as
obstructionist, based on theatre rather than facts,
what does that say about fairness and the rule of
law? Therefore, we need to ask whether such
prosecutorial zeal serves justice or political
impact. The observations by Justice B.V.
Nagarathna of the Supreme Court, on the misuse
of Article 32, have highlighted the stark irony in
the ED’s West Bengal case. While the agency
frequently uses its powers in a manner seen to be
selective and arbitrary, its direct invocation of
Article 32 underscores a double standard. This
approach, amid Justice Nagarathna’s broader
critique of Article 32 being abused for routine or
trivial grievances, has only illustrated the
institutional hypocrisy in the politicised use of
investigative powers.

The same template is now visible in leaked
communications about Tamil Nadu Minister K.N.
Nehru of the DMK. The media has reported on
two letters that the ED wrote to the State’s
Director General of Police alleging scams. It must
be noted that the ED’s letters amount to
recommendations, not findings. The leaks,
however, achieved the desired effect: public
suspicion, political pressure and reputational
damage. Whether the allegations survive judicial
scrutiny remains to be seen, but the pattern is
unmistakable.

The need for vigil and checks

What is the takeaway in all this? First, the media
must introspect. Reporting allegations without
verification, especially when they stem from leaks
and internal communications, amounts to
complicity. Journalism is not stenography. The
duty of the press is to step outside and verify the
truth. Journalists must resist becoming conduits
for false and politically-motivated allegations.

Second, scepticism is healthy. The ED’s status
as a central agency does not confer infallibility. Its
recent record reflects overreach, poor
investigation and, at times, an outright abuse of
power. Citizens are entitled to demand evidence,
not theatrics.

Third, the rule of law matters.
Money-laundering statutes exist to protect the
integrity of the financial system, but these laws
must not become tools of intimidation.

Finally, courts must urgently define the limits
of the ED’s powers and reinforce citizens’ rights.
Only firm constitutional guardrails can prevent
investigative authority from mutating into
arbitrary state power.

This is about the health of India’s democracy.
If the CBI was once described as a caged parrot,
the ED today resembles a hound let loose. Every
false or weak case normalises authoritarian
overreach. Every media trial erodes faith in
institutions. We must ensure that the institutional
rot is reversed.
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Last year, in June, when the Madras High Court stayed all proceedings initiated by the
Directorate of Enforcement (ED) against film-producer Akash Bhaskaran, he was left in
disbelief but was still a relieved man.

e af 5[ A, 9a A% S [rTed 3 Wad- femed (E) gR1 fben famfar smer=r
YRPHA & RIATH = Bt 715 T HRlared! o s T <, df a8 oy & o afds e off
M8 HeqH PR 3G U

Just weeks earlier, sections of the media had portrayed him as a key figure in an alleged
“%1000-crore TASMAC liquor scam”.

$O gl IWTE Ugq, M & o Rl A 37 $Ad “21000 FI1$ TASMAC RIS Hiere” o
TS YW Afad & U 8 UK b |

The ED had raided his home in May, seized a laptop and mobile phones, and had also
sealed the premises of his associate, Vikram Ravindran.

ED 7 Hg # 377 TR W JTUT AR YT, U dYeld 3R Hiagd GBI o [T &, 3R I Tgari
fasra fdeT o ufeR &1 o Tie o e

YouTube personalities claimed that investigators had discovered assets such as luxury
watches.

gegd gfemal 3 crar o {6 wiematel 3 aeer afgal St Jufar @it &1

The media did not cover itself in glory by airing visuals of ‘incriminating WhatsApp chat
print-outs’ which had been “found thrown out” during one of the ED’s searches.
Hif$ar & ED &Y us dem=ft & SR “a1g’ B T UTE Y7 “TuRie-e ey J¢ file-
IS P =7 feareps o+t ufgT 181 serd |

Hashtags trended, memes flourished, and political opponents quoted ever-expanding
figures in this alleged scam.

B TS B 7, WY Tt 71T, 3R Iei-ifae AR 7 59 HRq gierd § TaR dgd
3fferg! o1 garer faa|

All this collapsed the moment the courts examined the facts.

g U4 39 &/U1 &8 1 d fgIad] = a2l $i ofid |

The Madras High Court held that the raids on Mr. Bhaskaran and Mr. Ravindran were
effectively illegal, noting that there was no credible information to link them to any
scheduled offence, or even the alleged Tamil Nadu State Marketing Corporation Limited
(TASMAC) scam.

ST S <qTed = A b ft U= oiR oY s W 5y 70 318 guidt &9 9 3dy 3,
Hifs 3% fdl U IR SrRTY T1 ST affaeiTg We ATh e HRURR fafies
(TASMAC) TeTd 3 Siisa & foiu #is faya-ta S=er) et ot

The High Court stayed all proceedings against the two men and directed the ED to return all
seized devices and materials to them.

I e A &l dfaadl o Raars auft Hriafedl w e s 3R ED &1 Few fean & ag
wied T T Ift Susvor ofv arft arae Y|

It also held that the agency had no authority to seal premises or issue coercive summons
in the absence of a predicate offence.

3rererd = 7 Hi w1 % qdadl iRTY & $1g # Toldt &) URER e B U1 HBRT JA
R} A BT B SAUBR 81 2|

Faced with judicial scrutiny, the ED revoked the search authorisation and unsealed the
premises.

RIS i ST AT HRd gY, ED A Taril 3t rgufd 35 &1 ok ufver &t srefta o= {3
And it tendered an unconditional apology.

3R I form =re | At

When the ED attempted to issue fresh summons, the Supreme Court of India stepped in
and stayed the broader probe, observing that the ED was “crossing all limits” and violating
federal principles.

S ED 7 € WA SIR] B b1 T b, df YR & wated =ararery 3 say faar sik
IS S R b A Y, I Hed gU fob ED ol HHAmd U o2 I8 87 iR ety Rygial
EY R bE BRG]

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 6



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

Waywardness and a vague mandate
HEH1T SR 3P PR &

This is an episode that matters.

I Ueb U1 YehrUT § Sl Hgaqui & |

This is because it captures a pattern that has become familiar: search and arrest first,
investigate later, make selective leaks to friendly media, and then quietly retreat when
courts demand evidence.

FfF g I Ue & eidr g o 3id IRfId 8 o1 §: Uga aemsit 3k AR, a1 o s,
3gpa HMfEar & Tu-rd® i, iR R srgrerd) gRT Hgd 9 W1 W gu=mg ©i ge-|
The ED has been entrusted to administer the Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), 2002, which is meant to prevent criminals from enjoying the proceeds of crime.

ED & 99 T R RIffrad (PMLA), 2002 & fharaad &t fomeRt & 118 2, e
TEIT AWRIYTT BT SURTY Pt 3T HT MY I6H I AF1 5|

The structure of the law is clear in principle: there must first be a scheduled offence that

generates proceeds of crime.

%:Eaﬁmmmz WY §: Ugd Ueh SRIA SURTY BT TfRT Sf SRTY &Y 3T S
I

In practice, the ED has inverted this logic.

FagR ¥, ED 7 39 ad P! Iee fear g

In many cases, it treats the money-laundering process as independent of an underlying

crime, and then proceeds to establish a predicate offence to justify its action.

F3 Al B, I8 4 e uferar &1 il Ia SruRTy ¥ T AT @ 3R R oo Frf &t

IR 3eM & forg ydadf SruRTer R 93 ) BRI el 2

The ED wields sweeping powers.

ED & U TS Xfwmal gl

Under Section 50 of the PMLA, it can summon anyone and record statements under oath

without clarifying whether the person is a witness or an accused.

PMLA Ft 4RT 50 & dgd, I8 fosil o1 Wt 07 = Tl © SR MUY & q8d 99T aof Y

Tl B, T8 WY [ 1 b 9 =afaa wrare @ a1 it

Under Section 17, it can conduct searches on anyone and seize materials.

YRT 17 & g, I8 fell v oft qam=it & Tl § 3R arht s o Tadll B

Under Section 19, it can arrest a person without warrant based on its own subjective

“reason to believe”.

URT 19 & T, g U AfFRS “fAYT & FRUP & YR W faA1 aRe FRER =
BELI!

It can provisionally attach property, freeze bank accounts and cripple businesses before
any trial begins.

7g forddt ot g & T 811 ¥ Ugd SRRy U | WUy $b, 9 W1 Wi, 3R sagara
P G HR Dl ¢ |

To get bail under the PMLA is notoriously difficult, reversing the presumption of
innocence — requiring the accused to prove that they have not committed an offence and
for the court to be satisfied that they are not likely to commit any offence while on bail.

PMLA & dgd STHTHA UM $ATd U 3 Hied 7, Fifdh I8 fAgiuar $t 4RuT &1 Iac 3l g
— IR BT T IS BT TSl & b I IS SruRTe &) fomam, 3iR 3rerad o1 a8 TP e
TSI ? {5 98 STHIFE UR T8d §U DS SIIRTY B P FHTEAT &) G|

These powers might be defensible if exercised sparingly against terror financing, drug
trafflcklng or Iarge-scale organised crime — as they are meant to be.

Tfe 37 Wfeaal BT IUTNT 3T faaIyr, A Uerd aapst a1 92 THH & ATfSd SruRTY
& fars Fafid ©u I fear 9, ) 3 TR ) Wb & — T 3T ST R

Instead, these powers are increasingly deployed as tools of political intimidation.

<GP IS, 3 Taal BT JUTNT Asit A I WATAIE & SR & =0 A 13T & &7 2

Section 50 summons

YIRT 50

& A
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e Section 50 summons are used to keep people waiting for hours, unsure of their status and
creating psychological pressure on them to comply.

YRT 50 P A DT SUINT AT B Gl acb Tahte & 5, 3! FRUFY 1 A 3ifRfdcar dar
FRA 3R I R AP Ga1d STABR U HIH P forg fvar S g1

e There have also been allegations of physical assault in custody.
fexraa § Iriifve Iafted & 3iRIg i eme e €

e Despite directions by the Supreme Court mandating audio-visual recording of
interrogations, the ED has been accused of only selectively recording proceedings,
undermining transparency and making judicial review difficult.

UBde & Jifea-afEar Reifen sfard e et goita 1 & =i & save, ED R
FId IYATHS U | HRIarg! Repls o1 1 3R g, Frad yReRiar 9wk gidl 8 3R
TRy e Hie 8 ordl 21

Section 17 searches
YRT 17 Bt dar=ht

e Section 17 searches are conducted on the flimsiest grounds.
YRT 17 Bt TATRM AT FUAR STURY R Bt AH 5

o Courts have repeatedly held that rumours and vague allegations do not constitute credible
information.
T IR-IR 68 D! ¢ b BATE MR SRUY ARY fay=g=ta Ja=n g1 g |

e Yet, the ED has used these to justify raids, even on state-run institutions.

5 1, ED 7 35T 3MURT R BIUY B! IR 38T B, g1 db b Ired TTTerd HRITT TR +7 |

Section 19 arrests

YRT 19 & dgd RRuaral

e Section 19 arrests are justified on the vague grounds of “non-cooperation”, which often
means nothing but a refusal to endorse the agency’s narrative.

YRT 19 & ded TRUAIRG! BT “IRAgIRT S8 3RUY ATYRT W I 8T ol 8, fordept
TR 31f Had Tl P HUFP BT JHAT T HIAT 518 |

e Even when cases have collagsed the ED is known not to release attached properties.

Tg1 d b 519 ATA &8 o1 8, 99 ¢ ED §RT $b $t 13 "Uial Sia! Ag! o |
o Assets that were acquired long before the commission of the alleged offence are held for
years.

HIUT URTY T HTH! yga 3ifofd ot 78 Jufear +f Iral a6 At Sl 81

o  While the Court’s judgment in Vijay Madanlal Choudhary vs Union Of India upheld many of
these provisions, the verdict itself is under review, although no hearings have been held,
leaving citizens exposed to unchecked power.
gTal% Vijay Madanlal Choudhary S9ITH Union Of India & <I1ed & a3 37 Uaem =i &

B AR W1, i e Wd TGO ¢, 3R SIS gAa1s 61 g8, o
TR ST R 5 G SRR §|

Corruption and political misuse

YPTER 3R

e An agency entrusted with extraordinary powers must by itself be beyond reproach.
fore Toielt &1 SrareRor =il it n%ys‘r IS W GIIRIRd T SHTa=TF 5 |

e Over the past few years, there have been cases of many ED officers having been caught
accepting bribes or extorting money.

%ﬁ@ﬁgmaﬁﬁaﬁm Sftreprfeat o Rya a7 a1 4= IE & Udhs 9 & AT FHA 31T
|

e |In November 2023, an ED officer in Rajasthan was arrested for taking a bribe to dilute a
chit-fund case.
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A9eR 2023 T ISR H T ED e} ol frle-ths ATHA &) FHSR H1 & forg fyya aa
g0 IRTR fovan |

e The next month, an officer from the ED’s Madurai sub-zonal office in Tamil Nadu was
caught red-handed demandlng money to drop a closed case.
3ATA &) e, affierg B ED & Hg -8t Srafad &1 s SfieRY dg arad & @
TR P forw 0 [T gU 4 g1l U st T

o In August 2024, the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) arrested an assistant director
with the ED for accepting a bribe from a Mumbai-based jeweller.
3T 2024 & HE Wi IR (CBI) 7 ED & TH AP (=1 & as fud wigt 9 feya
dd U IRUAR faar|

e In May 2025, a senior ED officer was arrested in Odisha for demanding crores from a
mining businessman.

7s 2025 ¥ 3ifezn A uew gy ED AfUFE™ & @7 suauril ¥ HRISl &t 71T H & ARY
T IRUAR foar man|

e Everytime, the ED has responded with suspension orders and press statements, yet
none of these incidents have prompted institutional reform.

&R SR ED A fAde 3mexr iR U aadent & I ufafear &), dfd gd | fedt ot gear 3
TRINTT YR $I Uk 87 fora|

¢ Claims of moral authority ring hollow when officers tasked with enforcing financial probity
themselves indulge in extortion.

o farita gpferar @ e &1 < Aum aret SifieR) wad Imel # fora &, ot Afas
SfUPR & T4 WA A B |

e Benches of the Supreme Court have openly questioned whether the agency is using the
PMLA to prolong incarceration rather than secure convictions, and warning that the fight
against corruption cannot itself become lawless.

T HI Bt 1S 7 G dR R ard IS1 § & 1 Toidt PMLA &1 IuanT grafifs gfafda
A D IO BE Pl G DA & oL B @1 8, 3R IaTa <l § b YPRER & e as18

G BIAfAGI ol ol Yobell |
In West Bengal, the ED’s raids

U3 §e H ED &1 BSTUHR

¢ In West Bengal, the ED’s raids on I-PAC and its legal offensive against the State Chief
Minister, Mamata Banerjee, show the same drift, raising concerns about selective
investigations being pushed into public view ahead of State elections before the
establishment of solid evidence.

Uf3| §a & I-PAC TR ED & STUART 3R o Bt TR THAT TSl o RIeh ST
BT SATHHUT I RE P YTHT B! i 8, IR Ied 161 A Uga 91 319 Tq1ey &
TYATHS STl D! WASTHb 70 J 3 FGTY S Bl AR fidT dar gl 2

e |[f the ED can brand a State Chief Minister as obstructionist, based on theatre rather than
facts, what does that say about fairness and the rule of law?

g ED 1 & SO ATCH AT & SR W fordl Ie9 & @Al I a14F o U T U- IR
Tl §, Al I8 AraEITadr iR S & AEE & R H R7 STl 82

o Therefore, we need to ask whether such prosecutorial zeal serves justice or political
impact.

2oy g8 U8 YD &1 Al ¢ fob T ST Scgddr umg & 9dT ol & a1
TSP TUTd S|

e The observations by Justice B.V. Nagarathna of the Supreme Court, on the misuse of
Article 32, have highlighted the stark irony in the ED’s West Bengal case.
giia oid &1 <argfd .8t TTRET RT3 gwe 32 & YA IR 3| 715 [cWio™i 4 ED &

Ti3w Se ATHA | Aiele Al fageH T & SOER fFar gl

o While the agency frequently uses its powers in a manner seen to be selective and arbitrary,
its direct invocation of Article 32 underscores a double standard.

TET ToIt SRR 31U WHTAY BT ST TS 3N} AT &7 el B, TeT SJwdg 32
BT IUDT Y& TGRT AT TH GIg_T ATIES AT 5|
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e This approach, amid Justice Nagarathna’s broader critique of Article 32 being abused for
routine or trivial grievances, has only illustrated the institutional hypocrisy in the
politicised use of investigatlve powers.

SI5G 32 & FIYURYT T go5 RIGRI! o T gSTINT IR AT ANRAT B ATIH
ST & o9, T8 DD o TRl & Ie-iae ITART J Hive GRIRTT UGS & &)
ISR IRAT 5 |

e The same template is now visible in leaked communications about Tamil Nadu Minister
K.N. Nehru of the DMK.
gauﬁm DMK & afeqrg Wl .04, A< 3 St At g3 War arwh & ot i aar

I

e The media has reported on two letters that the ED wrote to the State’s Director General of

Police, alleging scams.

Hifgar 3 3 3 i 31 RO Bt g S ED A s & Yferd HeT eI &1 Hid Beral &7 $RIT
I gT ford 31

e |t must be noted that the ED’s letters amount to recommendations, not findings.
I8 & fean o =feT i ED & v frsnd A, afes RieR=A B

o The leaks, however, achieved the desired effect: public suspicion, political pressure and
reputational damage.

2 el A qifesd uHTa BIRIA FR for: S weE, Ie-ifa® gara 3R ufagr &t
awr—n
o Whether the allegations survive judicial scrutiny remains to be seen, but the pattern is
unmistakable.

3 SR Ry o § fedd & a1 81, T8 @/ I 911 §, A ded Wy 5

The need for vigil and checks

Faddr 3R A A sraxgearn
o What is the takeaway in all this?
T 9§ T WRa 1 72

e First, the media must intrqspect.
T Uge, WiEAT H) SeaHY S A1y

¢ Reporting allegations without verification, especially when they stem from leaks and
internal communications, amounts to complicity.

IATY & famT SR 1 RUIfdT, foRivaR 519 3 o ofiR Sfiafve "aR § 3MTd §f, FguTfiran
& I B
¢ Journalism is not ster!%graphy.
I
e The duty of the press is to step outside and verify the truth.
U &1 Seled g fob I8 STER SThR Hed BT Y e |
o Joumalists must resist becoming conduits for false and politically-motivated allegations.

TSR] B FS MR Ie-fad &0 A WA SRl BT ATHH §71 9§ g1 A1

e Second, scepticism is healthy.

IR, ARG W g1 5
. The ED’s status as a central age does not confer |nfaII|b|I|ty
ot o & 0 A ED P R 99 31w
e lts recent record reflects overreach, poor mvestlgatlon and, at times, an outright abuse of
power.

3T gl Rapis Sfeed, FHTIR o™ 3R s SR Gl ATFI-GSUaRT il ¢ |
o Citizens are entitled to demand evidence, not theatrics.
IR ! ATePadr e, Ifew TIe™ A &1 fIBR 3|
e Third, the rule of law matters.
TR, BT BT U AT WA 8|
¢ Money-laundering statutes exist to protect the integrity of the financial system, but these
laws must not become tools of intimidation.
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¢F-RN YT BT FA=TRT YoTTelt &Y sRasdr &1 38 & oy §, At 3 T SXM-4Hed ™ &
IR 76T s =Tl

Finally, courts must urgently define the limits of the ED’s powers and reinforce citizens’
rights.

3fdd:, 3Eradl o1 ED &) Wfdaal & HATd daprd aRYUG Bt gt 3R ATive SifirerY
P! HSIgd HAT AT

Only firm constitutional guardrails can prevent investigative authority from mutating into
arbitrary state power. ]

FHad HAgd AAUTS JRTIWTY & o ARBR $ 7= oy 2fed § gea 9 IF
o g

This is about the health of India’s democracy.

g URd & AP P WA I JSTUH 5|

If the CBI was once described as a caged parrot, the ED today resembles a hound let
loose.

gﬁaﬁlﬁcslﬁﬁa&ﬁﬁaﬁmwwm,a‘rmmww@nmﬁmﬂaﬁ
|

Every false or weak case normalises authoritarian overreach.
B o1 U1 FUAR TARTET TATaTd! ek &1 IH- §1aT 5 |
Every media trial erodes faith in institutions.

&R WfEar g TR § fayr ) effor aRar 2

We must ensure that the institutional rot is reversed.

&Y I8 AT 31 81T % HRINTT Wiy ! UeteT we |
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